
 

 

Marree 

 

OVERVIEW 
 

Marree is a small town located in the north of South Australia. It lies 685 kilometres 
north of Adelaide at the junction of the Oodnadatta Track and the Birdsville Track, 49 
metres above sea level.  The area is the home of the Dieri people.  
 
The town was home to Australia's first official mosque, made of mud brick and built by 
the Afghan cameleers employed at Marree's inception. At one time the town was 
divided in two, with Europeans on one side and Afghans and Aboriginals on the other. 
 

Distance from Adelaide 685 km 

Population 70 

Climate - average maximum – 28.7 
- average minimum – 13.3 
- average annual rainfall – 162.4 mm 

The first European to explore the area was Edward John Eyre, who passed through in 
1840.  In 1859, explorer John McDouall Stuart visited the area, and his assistant 
Herrgott discovered the springs after which the town was initially named. Originally 
called Herrgott (or Hergott) Springs, the town's name was changed to Marree in 1918 
due to anti-German sentiment after World War I . 

Early Transportation 

The Central Australia Railway reached the town in 1883, and the town became a 
major railhead for the cattle industry. The railway then continued north from the town 
to Alice Springs (completed in 1929). This was the route of the passenger train known 
as The Ghan. In 1957, the line south of Marree was rebuilt as standard gauge on a 
flatter alignment to support moving coal from Leigh Creek to Port Augusta. This made 
Marree a break-of-gauge on the Ghan as the remainder was still narrow gauge until 
1980 when the Adelaide to Alice Springs line was rebuilt much further west and 
Marree lost its railway completely.  

The town was also the home of Tom Kruse, one of the men who drove the mail trucks 
from Marree to Birdsville in Queensland, a distance of some 700 kilometres. This route 
crosses some of the most challenging sandy and stony desert country in Australia, 
and it was a remarkable feat for fully loaded trucks to make the run at all. His truck is 
on display in Marree. He died on 30/6/2011. 
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RFDS BASE 
 

 
RFDS Marree Health Service 
 

RFDS Location Marree SA 

Contact Phone: 08 8675 8345 
Fax:  08 8675 8385 
Email:  enquiries@flyingdoctor.net 

Clinical Coordination June Andrew 

RFDS Staff 3 

 
 

HEALTH AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 

Hospitals, Gps and Specialists 
 
RFDS Marree Health Service is the only medical facility in town.  The RFDS Primary 
Health Care team visit Marree once a month, providing GP and allied healthcare. 
 
Police 
 
First St, Marree 
Phone: 08 8675 8346 
 
 

AMENITIES 

 
Marree's Outback Roadhouse & General Store 
Railway Tce, North Marree 5733 
 
Marree Aboriginal School 
First St, Marree 
 
 
 

ACCOMMODATION 
 

 Marree Hotel 

 Oasis Motel and Caravan Park 

 Drovers Rest 

 

  



 

 

Marree 

 

THINGS TO DO AND SEE 

 
A memorial in the main street commemorates the crossing of the Simpson Desert on 
camel by Cecil T. Madigan and party in 1939. South of Marree is the ghost town of 
Farina, which was formerly the rail-head for the northern line which eventually reached 
Alice Springs in 1929. Other points of interest include the Mosque, the Centenary 
Cairn (erected on the corner of the Birdsville Track in 1983). A Picnic Race meeting 
and Gymkhana is held each June. 
 

 Aboriginal Heritage Museum  

 Afghan Memorial Park 

 Marree Man 

 Simpson Desert Crossing Memorial  

 Mound Springs Conservation Park  

 Camel Sculpture made from railway sleepers  

 Lake Eyre National Park 

 Arabunna Aboriginal Tours 

 Marree Hotel Joy Flights 

 Oasis Cafe Joy Flights 

 Lake Eyre Yacht Club 
 

 


