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The winter months are upon us and 
I’m delighted to bring you this very 
special issue of Your Flying Doctor 
magazine, where we take a unique 
look behind the scenes. 

I know that many of you have a very personal 
connection with the Flying Doctor. Now, 
we’re opening our cabin doors to reveal 
what’s behind our day-to-day operations. 

On page 6, we’re unveiling the approved plans 
for our exciting new aviation training centre in 
Bundaberg. It will be a state-of-the-art facility 
located right next to our existing Bundaberg 
Base. We’re thrilled to be able to share these 
new plans with you and we look forward to 
keeping you updated on our progress. 

As the effects of the global pandemic 
continue, on page 7 we’re continuing our 
focus on vital mental health services. Our 
regional, rural and remote communities are 
grateful for your help now more than ever. 

This year also marks a number of important 
milestones for the Flying Doctor, made 
possible thanks to your generosity. 

We’ve recently welcomed a new B360 
turboprop aircraft, the very latest addition 
to our fleet. On page 12, you can read more 

about how these aircraft are expertly fitted 
out before they take to the skies. 

Your continued support means we’ll be able 
to upskill our staff to fly these brand new 
aircraft, reduce patient transfer times and 
save more lives. 

Also, on page 14 we’re celebrating 50 years 
since our Cairns Base first opened back in 
1972. We’ve held many unique events and 
hosted several visitors in Cairns since then 
and now we’re taking a look back over some 
of the highlights. 

Supporters like you truly are the heart and 
soul of the Flying Doctor. In this issue, some 
of our incredible staff are sharing never 
before seen photos and stories, as they 
reflect on what your support means to them. 

I hope you enjoy reading this special behind- 
the-scenes issue of Your Flying Doctor.

 

Meredith Staib
Chief Executive Officer 
Royal Flying Doctor Service  
(Queensland Section)

The Team

2      CEO WELCOME

THANK YOU FOR 
BEING PART OF



Ergon Energy Retail 
recently held a 
competition for the 
chance to win an 
exclusive tour of one 
of the Flying Doctor’s 
eight aeromedical bases 
in Queensland. With 
more than 450 entries 
across the state, we 
introduce you to our 
three lucky winners.

CAIRNS BASE TOUR 
WINNER – CHAE WEIDNER
When 11-year-old Chae 
heard about the Flying 
Doctor saving his uncle from 
a potentially fatal snake bite, 
he was keen to see behind 
the scenes at his local base. 
Chae said, “My family goes 

camping and fishing in 
the country and on farm 
stations. One day we might 
need help.” Chae was thrilled 
to visit our Cairns Base, see 
our aircraft up close and 
meet the real-life doctors, 
nurses and pilots who save 
lives every day. 

MOUNT ISA BASE TOUR 
WINNER – HANNAH LOVETT 
Three years ago, RFDS flew 
six-year-old Hannah Lovett 
from Mount Isa to Townsville 
for emergency surgery 
on her arm. Now aged 10, 
Hannah’s visit to our Mount 
Isa Base was especially 
important, so she could 
meet and thank the Flying 
Doctor crew who are helping 
others just like her. 

BUNDABERG BASE TOUR 
WINNER – SARAH CAMPBELL
After going into spontaneous 
labour just 24 weeks into her 
pregnancy, the RFDS flew 
Sarah from Bundaberg to 
Brisbane where doctors tried 
to delay her labour. A week 
later, her little girl Ella was 
born. Sarah won the chance 
to visit our Bundaberg Base 
with her family and thank the 
staff and crew who helped 
save her daughter’s life.

Principal Partner

LIFE-CHANGING TOURS FOR THREE

Lucky Winners
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for supporting our 
crews at your local 
RFDS base.

Thank You



4      REAL LIFE STORIES

Lisa and Renee live 
and work in Cairns and 
have been together for 
seven years. 

They’d been looking forward 
to having a child together for 
some time. But nothing could 
have prepared them for the 
results of their first scan. Lisa 
recalled the special moment: 

“At first it was a shock when 
we saw not one, but three tiny 
heart beats. Two sharing one 
sac and another in its own 
sac. We were so happy. We 
couldn’t wait to meet them all.”

The couple discovered they 
were having triplets – two 
identical twins and another 
fraternal twin. 

PREGNANCY IS AN EXCITING 
AND WORRYING TIME

A triplet pregnancy is 
considered high-risk and 
Lisa was monitored very 
carefully throughout the 
entire pregnancy.

During one of their check-
ups, doctors discovered the 
twins shared an amniotic 
sac and a placenta. It’s a rare 

situation and may cause risk 
to the babies due to cord 
entanglement and other 
issues. Many twins with this 
condition experience life-
threatening complications, 
resulting in spontaneous 
pre-term delivery. 

Triplets often do not reach 
full term. Their doctors 
were aiming to reach 30-
32 weeks gestation before 
Lisa gave birth and the 

Settling in at the Special Care 
Nursery.

Magic 
Number
THREE IS THE

The trip back home.



couple made the decision to 
relocate to Townsville to be 
closer to specialist care for 
the safety of their soon-to-
be family. 

Then, at 31 weeks, Lisa’s 
contractions began. 

It wasn’t long before 
doctors realised things were 
progressing and Lisa was 
rushed into surgery for an 
emergency c-section. Renee 
was by Lisa’s side the whole 
time, holding her hand tight. 

Lisa and Renee were 
overjoyed to welcome their 
three perfect little babies 
into the world. The first-born 
triplet was baby Jordyn, 
followed closely by baby 
Rhylee and, finally, baby 
Lincoln. 

“The amazing NICU team 
performed their checks to 
see if oxygen was required, 
all checks were good so we 
got a quick cuddle before 
they were taken to the 
Neonatal Unit for further 
observation,” recalled Lisa. 

The next day, the babies 
were transferred to the 
Special Care Nursery and the 
young family started planning 
their return to Cairns.

BRINGING THEM HOME, 
THANKS TO THE FLYING 
DOCTOR

While Lisa had heard of the 
Flying Doctor, she never 
imagined that she’d ever 
need to call on us herself. 

With the triplets getting 
stronger by the day, both 
Lisa and Renee were keen 
to get back home. It had 
been 11 weeks since they’d 
left and homesickness was 
setting in. 

They assumed they would 
have to wait until the triplets 
were six weeks old until they 
could somehow manage to 
take them home in their car. 

However, the couple was 
delighted to hear they 
would be able to fly home 
with their three beautiful 
babies, thanks to the Flying 
Doctor. Each baby would be 
monitored on board and get 
the best of care during the 
flight home. 

After spending many anxious 
weeks worrying about so 
many things, the couple 

could relax, knowing their 
babies were in safe hands.

The beautiful triplets are now 
four months old and Lisa and 
Renee are settling into life as 
a family of five.
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Scan here to 
watch a special 
video from the 
family.

to your support, 
we’re able to be 
there for families 
like Lisa and Renee’s 
and ensure the best 
of care during their 
journey home.

Thanks

Getting ready in hospital.

Precious first cuddles in hospital.

Ready for the flight home.

Growing stronger by the day.



We are thrilled to finalise plans for our new world-
class aviation training facility, to be built alongside 
our existing RFDS Bundaberg Base. It’s an exciting 
project that has been years in the making. 

The purpose-built, two-
storey training facility will be 
the first of its kind in Australia 
and will support the ongoing 
training of highly-skilled 
pilots from Queensland and 
across the world.

The facility has been designed 
with state-of-the-art training 
rooms and will also host the 
only full-motion Beechcraft 
King Air B350/360 Fusion 
flight training simulator 
outside of the United States.

Our RFDS pilots fly more 
than 12,000 patients each 

year and with six new King 
Air B360 turboprop aircraft 
soon to be added to our 
fleet, this new facility could 

not have come at a better 
time. Thanks to world-class 
training, our pilots are ready 
to fly in every situation – 
saving lives in some of the 
harshest environments on 
earth.

And, thanks to your 
support, this new facility 
will not only improve our 
frontline health service 
delivery, but also provide 
local jobs, boost the 
economy and support the 
wider Bundaberg region. 

6      INNOVATION

FOR THE  
FUTURE

Training 

The flight training simulator.



On the 22nd of April 
this year, 33 riders 
gathered in Brisbane for 
the RideWest biennial 
bike ride. 

Over the next eight days, 
they would cover 1,311kms to 
Longreach – and raise vital 
funds to support the Flying 
Doctor’s Wellbeing Out West 
(WOW) program.

Among them was first-
time rider, Natalie Newell, 
Principal at Augathella State 
School. Like many people 
who live and work in remote 
areas of Queensland, she 
has seen first-hand the effect 
of years of drought on local 
communities: 

“Bush people are very stoic 
and don’t easily ask for help. 
Some of our neighbouring 
shires haven been in drought 
for the last seven to eight 
years and you can see that 
prolonged hardship taking 

a tremendous toll on local 
people,” says Natalie.

Natalie was inspired to get 
involved after seeing the ride 
pass through her hometown 
of Augathella. It was tough, 
but she loved every minute: 

“Towards the end of the first 
day, you have this difficult 
climb over the Great Dividing 
Range. I’m an amateur cyclist, 
but the sense of camaraderie 
makes you happy to get back 
on your bike every morning.” 

Research suggests rural 
Queenslanders face unique 
mental health challenges, 
with suicide and self-harm 
rates being higher in rural 
and remote areas. 

Farmers, young men, older 
people, and Indigenous 
Australians face the most 
significant risk of suicide.

Over the past 12 years, the 
ride has raised close to 
$2,000,000 to support our 

Wellbeing Out West program. 
Thanks to this ongoing 
funding, the RFDS mental 
health team is able to bring 
mental healthcare services 
directly to outback towns, 
enhancing community 
resilience.

MENTAL HEALTH      7

RIDING TO SUPPORT OUTBACK

Mental Health

to all the riders 
and supporters who 
make our mental 
healthcare services 
possible.

Thank You

Natalie with a group of fellow riders.
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Trish Short – Base Support 
Manager, Rockhampton
2 June 

Glorious sunrise in Rocky captured by 
Capt Nathan Pawley.

Kathryn Mckenzie – Nursing 
Education Officer
25 May

Bundaberg show being celebrated tonight 
almost at the end of our runway!

Robyn Langton – Nurse 
Manager, Bundaberg
3 March

More celebrations for Bundy! Happy 20th 
birthday to us.

Hayden Wilson – Flight Nurse
1 December 2021

How good! The green, green grass of 
home, not a familiar sight in Rocky of late.

Trish Short – Base Support 
Manager, Rockhampton
11 November 2021

Thanks for everything, Capt Greg Smith, 
I'll definitely need your assistance next 
Open Day!

Meredith Staib – Chief 
Executive Officer
17 May 

Today marks Flying Doctor Day, how are 
you celebrating?

Nick Tully - Pilot
30 November

Mus arumqui oditat fugia placcum 
sunt pra vellorum quia is eraecaerum 
quametur saectotam, optaes ma ium

Erin McCabe – Regular  
Giving Lead
4 May

Great to meet some of the Rocky Auxiliary 
this morning. They kept me laughing with 
great stories about fundraising! 

Luke Shaw – ICT Infrastructure 
and Operations Lead
22 October 2021

Atlas likes the new masks but he's not 
very good at social distancing.

Trish Short – Base Support 
Manager, Rockhampton
15 November 2021

Glorious sunset taken by Jef Pelletier.

8      INSIDE STORIES

RFDS QUEENSLAND 
STAFF TAKE YOU

Behind 
 the Scenes

Meredith Staib – Chief 
Executive Officer
4 May

Burketown Clinic. Visit What a great 
day out with the Mount Isa team for the 
Burketown Clinic!

Nick Coleman-Hicks –  
Nursing Education Officer
19 October 2021

Cracker light show tonight at Rocky.
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Sarah Riseley – Manager 
Corporate Affairs
1 June

Guruma bigi (G'day). This National 
Reconciliation Week, we acknowledge the 
Turrbal and Yuggera peoples, past present 
and future, as the Traditional Owners of 
the land on which we work.

Kathryn Mckenzie – Nursing 
Education Officer
24 January

Testing the new baby capsules!

Kathryn Mckenzie – Nursing 
Education Officer
12 January

Cleaning our office! Thanks for keeping us 
safe Sabrina Montaldo.

Liane Spencer - Charleville 
Base Manager
27 April

Jasmine Balme – Executive 
Assistant to the CEO
12 July 2021

My little fur son Fred and daughter, 
Magnolia, now 18 months old :)

Jacinta Jones – State Manager, 
Aeromedical Nursing
5 May

Thank you to all our amazing midwives 
and nurses who care for our patients 24/7, 
365 days of the year, rain, hail and shine! 
Your efforts are much appreciated.

Trish Short – Base Support 
Manager, Rockhampton
23 September

Thanks goodness it's not the middle of 
summer yet. 50 minutes on the tarmac in 
Covid PPE!

Sebastien Krantz – Corporate 
and Community Partnerships 
Manager
24 May 2022

Arrival of the RideWest peloton in 
Longreach!

Lynda Inglis – Corporate 
Partnerships Lead
18 February

Shout out to Sandy Van Drunen for 
sharing her knowledge of the Medical 
Chest program. 

Melanie Villella – Dental 
Assistant
23 September 2021

I got to baby a little sausage dog at work 
today.

Kym Warner – Supporter Care 
Administrator
19 October 2021

Bringing full donation tins back from 
the Betoota Hotel to Brisbane. Over $2k 
raised!

Adam Carey – Digital 
Infrastructure Program 
Manager
22 December 2021

Quick visit to the RFDS Dental Service van 
undergoing its usual yearly maintenance.

Liane Spencer – Base Support 
Manager, Charleville
4 February

Congratulations Dr Shauna Taylor on 10 
years of service to the RFDS.

Erin Kiely - Campaigns Lead
3 February

Mus arumqui oditat fugia placcum 
sunt pra vellorum quia is eraecaerum 
quametur saectotam, optaes ma ium
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The Flying Doctor is 
known for aeromedical 
retrievals in the outback. 

But did you know, we also 
provide oral health, mental 
health and wellbeing, health 
promotion and telehealth 
and medical chest services?

Our Primary Health Care 
teams are based in Cairns, 
Charleville and Mount Isa, 
so we’ve got every corner 
of our state covered. We’re 
proud to provide access 
to vital healthcare for all 
Queenslanders, wherever 
they live.

KEEPING RURAL FAMILIES 
SAFE
We truly do live in amazing 
times when diseases that 
once caused great suffering 
and tragically claimed so 
many young lives can now 
be prevented. Our teams 
administer life-saving 
vaccines to babies and 
children across the state. 

YOUR KINDNESS CHANGES 
LIVES 
Your support funds 1,455 
Primary Health Care 
clinics across Queensland, 
serving remote and isolated 
communities. There are 
three crucial elements 

to ensure people on the 
land remain healthy and 
protected from disease: 

Specialist Aircraft – flying 
an average of 236 hours per 
month. 

Medical Equipment –  
including vaccines, 
medication and other pieces 
of equipment or consumables 
such as adhesive bandages 
and thermometers.

Primary Health Care 
Clinicians – expertly trained 
to deal with the specific needs 
of people who live in remote 
areas, ensuring families in the 
bush can access vital medical 
care when they need it most. 

To view a 
video of our 
team in action, 
simply scan 
this QR Code.

for giving families in 
regional, rural and 
remote areas access 
to the healthcare  
that keeps them  
safe and well. 

Thank You

10      PRIMARY HEALTH CARE

THE Furthest CORNER

     THE Finest CARE

Medical chests are vital in 
remote Queensland.



From a young age, Vicki 
Harrison knew she 
wanted to become a pilot.

Her mum was learning to fly 
and Vicki would often join as 
passenger.  What started as 
a hobby soon turned into an 
obsession and Vicki eventually 
flew her first plane in 1990 – 
before she’d even driven a car!

Vicki spent 18 years in the 
RAAF, honing her skills as a 
pilot. When the opportunity 
came to join the Flying 
Doctor, she jumped at the 
chance to combine her love 
of flying with her desire to 
help Queensland’s rural and 
remote communities:

“Even though mum passed 
away in 2008, I knew she 
would have been thrilled that 
I was combining medicine 
and aviation. With her work 
as a nurse and love of flying, 
she had always wanted to 
work with the RFDS.”

Despite her extensive 
experience, working as a pilot 
for the Flying Doctor is a job 
like no other. Vicki explains: 

“Compared to working for a 
commercial airline, you’re on 
your own. You’re out there 
doing it your way. When 
you have to deal with bad 
weather, emergencies with 
the patient or issues with the 
plane – that’s where your 
experience really comes in.  
In the middle of the night 
with a couple of patients on 
board and storms in the area, 
it can be a bit harrowing.”

It’s a job that comes with many 
challenges, but Vicki wouldn’t 
change it for the world. And 
she says it’s the people she 

meets and helps on every shift 
who fill her with pride for the 
work she does with RFDS.

“There is not a single person 
who hasn’t shown gratitude 
when we go to help them.  
What more could you ask for?”
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LIVING The Dream

Thanks  
 to You

pilots like Vicki know they have 
the world-leading training and 
equipment they need to save lives. 

As seen in
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Thanks to you, we’ve 
welcomed our new 
Beechcraft King Air 
360CHW turboprop 
aircraft (B360) at our 
Brisbane Base, the 
very first of its kind in 
Australia. Now, we’re 
taking you behind the 
scenes to show you how 
each aircraft is expertly 
fitted out before taking 
to our skies. 

Why have we purchased 
new aircraft? 

The new B360 aircraft will 
be ready for operation by 
September and are part of 

our 10-year replacement 
strategy to ensure our crews 
can operate in optimum 
conditions. Ultimately, it’s 
your support that has made 
this possible. Thanks to 
you, we can now continue 
to deliver world-class 
aeromedical retrievals well 
into the future. 

When will the B360 aircraft 
arrive?

Originating from Wichita, 
USA, the B360 is the very 
latest in special mission 
technology and is the first of 
its kind to arrive in Australia. 
One has already arrived, with 
another two scheduled for 
2023.

What makes the B360 
aircraft different?

The team at HeliMods are 
world leaders in back-of-cabin 
solutions and are experts 
in fitting out aircraft. We’ve 
partnered with them to create 
innovative, space-saving 
solutions that are lightweight 
and improve patient comfort 
within the cabin. 

It starts with a 3D print of 
the aircraft interior to ensure 
efficient use of space. 
Vital equipment is stored 
in a space-saving, easy to 
reach medical cabinet and 
each aircraft will include a 
powered stretcher loading 
for ultimate patient comfort.

OUR BRAND-NEW BEECHCRAFT 
KING AIR B360 AIRCRAFT

Behind The Scenes

RFDS AIRCRAFT 
THROUGH THE YEARS 

1930s - 1940s 
The Flying Doctor mostly 
flew British-made aircraft like 
the DH-50, DH-83 Fox Moth, 
the DH-84 Dragon, the DH-
104 Dove and the Australian 
built Drover. 

1928
The first ‘Aerial Medical 
Service’ flight left Cloncurry in 
a single-engine De Havilland 
50 named “Victory”. 
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3 Cockpit upgrades to reduce 
pilot workload and improve 
patient experience.

3 Rugged landing gear 
to allow landing on more 
runways in regional, rural and 
remote areas. 

3 Innovative patient loading 
system will speed up patient 
transfers by 22 minutes.

3 Includes next generation 
aeromedical interiors that are 
“intensive care beds in the 
sky.” 

3 More than 2,000 unique 
pieces included in the interior 
have been manufactured to be 
lightweight and space saving. 

3 Every small detail for the 
ease of our crew and ultimate 
patient comfort has been 
prioritised.

Behind The Scenes

2022 
Seven new, Australian-first 
additions to the RFDS fleet, 
Beechcraft King Air B360 
turboprop aircraft. 

1990s 
Single engine Pilatus PC12s 
join the RFDS fleet, showing 
the benefits and efficiency of 
turboprop aircraft

1980s 
Introduction of Beechcraft 
King Air 200Cs, B200Cs and 
C90s, Cessna Conquest, 
C425, and Conquest II aircraft. 

The King Air B360 awaiting fit out.

Scale models are used 
to plan the fit out.

An ambulance stretcher, newly designed 
to also hold life-saving equipment. 

The HeliMods team expertly design 
and manufacture onsite.

Principal Partner  Together we connect regional, rural and remote Queenslanders  
to the critical care they need. Proud partners of the RFDS since 2009.

The B360 aircraft will 
enhance aeromedical 
care in Australia.  
This wouldn’t be 
possible without your 
support.

Thank You
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We’re celebrating 50 
years since our RFDS 
Cairns Base opened on 
1st July 1972. 

Our Cairns Base has seen 
many changes over 50 years. 
We’ve expanded our primary 
health care, aeromedical, 
telehealth, primary healthcare, 
aviation, engineering, mental 
health and support services.  
We've also increased our 
aircraft fleet, embraced 
medical aviation technology 
advances and introduced 
inter-hospital patient transfers. 

FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS, 
TO TAKING FLIGHT 
The base was built on three 
acres of old sugar cane land. 
The same building hosted 
both RFDS and School of the 
Air staff. 

50 Years
OF SERVICE

Cairns Base celebrate 
Flying Doctor Day 2022.

Prince William, Duke of Cambridge, visits our Cairns Base.
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In our first month of 
operations, we helped 668 
patients and flew 12,000 
kilometres.

Our Cairns Base has also 
hosted tours for some famous 
faces over the years including 
Kieran Perkins (1990), Nancy 
Bird Walton (1991), Slim Dusty 
and Joy McKean (1999) and 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
II (2002). 

One of the most memorable 
visits in recent years was 
His Royal Highness Prince 
William, who toured the base 
during his three-day tour 
of flood affected areas of 
Australia in 2011. 

YOU’RE WITH US AT EVERY 
STEP
With each patient and every 
kilometre we’ve covered, our 
generous supporters have 
been with us every step of the 
way. It’s thanks to your support 
that we’re able to continue 
providing vital healthcare 
services in the region. 

Last year alone, our Cairns 
Base reached 25,515 people 
through our primary health 

care services, GP clinics, 
and through the headspace 
program. 

IN FACT, THIS YEAR 
ALSO MARKS THE 
10TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
HEADSPACE CAIRNS 
headspace is a free and 
welcoming space for young 
people aged between 12 and 
25. The Flying Doctor took 
this initiative under its wing, 
becoming the lead agency for 
headspace Cairns back in 2014. 

Since then, the program has 
flourished and the Flying 
Doctor team is dedicated to 
supporting key programs 
aimed at improving mental 
health support for young 
people.

headspace Cairns has 
delivered more than 50,000 
vital physical and mental health 
services to 7,200 young people 
living in the local community. 
This has had an incredible 
impact on so many, including 
previous headspace Cairns 
client and now volunteer, Dion.

“I would absolutely 
recommend headspace to any 

young person who is feeling 
a bit lost and needs support 
in navigating life’s difficulties. 
Being able to return years 
later as a volunteer has helped 
me build my confidence and 
communication skills, and 
seeing young people thrive 
has meant a lot to me.” Dion 
said. 

YOUR SUPPORT KEEPS US 
FLYING 
Our whole team at RFDS 
Cairns Base is looking forward 
to marking this incredible 50-
year milestone on Saturday 
23rd July this year, with a 
special Open Day at the base. 

to your generous 
support, we’re 
providing vital physical 
and mental healthcare 
services through our 
Cairns Base, now and 
for many years to 
come.

Thanks



When one of our valued 
supporters, Jean Shaw, 
read a recent RFDS 
story, it  immediately 
took her back to the 
birth of her second 
child, daughter Irene.  

Jean lived in Parkes, 
NSW, and was just 31 
weeks pregnant when she 
suddenly went into labour. 
She recalls:

“Irene was 2.9lbs when 
she was born and had the 
cord around her neck. 
They didn’t expect her to 
last the night. I’d lost three 
previous babies at around 
13-16 weeks so I desperately 
wanted my little girl to 
survive.”

Then doctors found a 
tumour in baby Irene’s 
eyelid. 

Irene was taken to hospital in 
Sydney and Jean had to make 
her own way from Parkes.

“It was very difficult. I had 
to find somewhere to stay 
with my two year old and 
travel back and forth to the 
hospital to feed Irene.”

Thankfully, the surgery was 
successful and other than 
requiring hearing aids and 
specialised glasses from the 

age of five, Irene went on to 
live a happy, full life. Now 60 
and retired, she takes care 
of her 87-year-old mother in 
Brisbane. 

After reading about our 
work, both Jean and Irene 
have made the incredible 
decision to leave a gift to the 
Flying Doctor in their Wills.

Jean told us, “When Irene was 
born, I’d never heard of the 
Flying Doctor. I can’t imagine 
how different our situation 
could have been if they had 
been around. I hope my 
gift will help mothers in the 
country who find themselves 
needing help for their babies.”

We are deeply grateful for 
Jean and Irene’s kindness 
and generosity.

16      GIFT IN WILL

A Wonderful Gift

If you would like to find out more about 
leaving a gift to the Flying Doctor in your 
Will, please contact Heather Stott, Key 
Relationships Manager on

07 3852 7586  |  hstott@rfdsqld.com.au

TO QUEENSLAND FAMILIES

Irene at the RFDS Visitor 
Centre Cairns, 1996.

Jean and her daughter, 
Irene, 2021.

The letter Jean sent to us.
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If you’ve been to your 
local shopping centre 
recently, you may have 
already met Erol. 

Every day, Erol is out and 
about in communities across 
Queensland, talking to people 
about the Flying Doctor and 
how they can help support 
our life-saving work.

Just like you, Erol is a vital 
member of our team. And 
his passion for our work is 
obvious in everything he does. 

Erol started fundraising for 
the Flying Doctor back in 
2018. In October 2020, he 
moved from Victoria to help 
us launch a new fundraising 
program in Queensland.

Thanks to Erol, we now have 
a growing team of committed 
and compassionate 
fundraisers, working tirelessly 

to raise funds for the Flying 
Doctor in Queensland.

In just one year, Erol and his 
team have welcomed 2,667 
new members to our Support 
Crew, joining many others 
who have taken the kind 
decision to support our work 
on a regular basis.

Erol is proud to wear the 
RFDS fundraising uniform 
and delights in the many 
exchanges of ideas, personal 
experiences and stories that 
are shared with him every 
day. Whether it’s meeting a 
mum who was just flown to 
Brisbane with her premature 
baby or a truck driver whose 
life was saved after a run in 
with a wedge-tail eagle on a 
remote highway.

Support from the community 
has played a vital role in 
the Flying Doctor since the 

very first days of our service. 
Regular donations allow us to 
invest in the latest equipment 
and the world-class training 
our crews need to save lives.

We are extremely grateful 
to Erol and his team of 
fundraisers and to all members 
of our Support Crew.

Meet Erol
FUNDRAISER  
IN FOCUS:

If you’re 
interested in 
joining the 
Support Crew, 
please scan here.

Erol with RFDS board 
member, Bruce Scott.



18      COMPETITION TIME

Thank you to everyone who entered 
our colouring and drawing competition. 
Congratulations to our winners!Too Young

YOU’RE NEVER

Winner: Hannah, 8 Winner: Maxi, 4

Winner: Jack, 7 Winner: Charlotte, 9

Maxi, whose little 
brother Zac was 

flown twice by 
RFDS, putting her 
entry in the post.

Staff at our Brisbane office celebrate 
our competition entrants.



CORN AND PUMPKIN 

          Soup
1 butternut pumpkin  
(about 1kg. peeled and diced)
1 tbsp chives, chopped
2 onions, chopped
60g butter
3 ½ cups chicken stock
440g can creamed corn
2 tspn Worcestershire sauce 
½ cup cream

METHOD:

Combine pumpkin, onions and  
butter in large bowl, cover, cook on  
HIGH 3 minutes. Add chicken stock, cover, 
cook on HIGH 25 minutes. Puree in blender 
or processor, stir in corn, Worcestershire 
sauce and cream, reheat, sprinkle with 
chives. Serves 6. SELF-SAUCING CHOCOLATE 

 Pudding
¼ cup margarine
½ cup milk
½ cup sugar
1 tbsp cocoa
1 egg
1 cup self-raising flour

SAUCE
½ cup sugar
1 ½ cups boiling water
1 tbsp cocoa

METHOD:

Melt margarine, add sugar, beaten egg, 
milk, sifted cocoa and flour. Put in a 
casserole dish, sprinkle sugar/cocoa over 
mixture. Gently pour boiling water over. 
Bake in a moderate oven 30 – 40 mins.

CUT OUT  
AND KEEP

FR
O

M
 T

HE MANTLE OF SA
FE

T
Y

RFDS COOKBOO

K
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Royal Flying Doctor Service (Queensland Section)      

12 Casuarina Street, BRISBANE AIRPORT QLD 4008    

Ph: 07 3852 7515   E: donations@rfdsqld.com.au   

flyingdoctor.org.au/qld

Royal Flying Doctor Service acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants of the nation 
and the traditional custodians of this land.

OUR PRINCIPAL PARTNERS

The Royal Flying Doctor Service is committed to eliminating all forms of 
discrimination in the provision of healthcare. We embrace diversity and 
welcome all people irrespective of faith, ethnicity, sexual orientation 
or gender identity.

50 Years
THIS YEAR WE CELEBRATE

OF OUR CAIRNS BASE. 

HERE'S A LOOK BACK 
AT HOW THINGS HAVE 

CHANGED OVER THE YEARS. 

mailto:donations%40rfds.com.au?subject=RFDS%20Magazine%20Donation
http://flyingdoctor.org.au/qld



