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Welcome 
aboard! 

On 17 May we’re celebrating the 94th Anniversary of the very first Flying Doctor flight 
in 1928 – and we want you to join us 

We’re on a mission to ensure we can continue to bring the finest medical care to all 
Western Australians who live, work or travel throughout our great State.  

But we know we can’t do this without you. 

In this pack, you’ll find all the information and inspiration you’ll need to help fundraise on 
Flying Doctor Day and support us in hitting our target of $600,000 to help cover the cost 
of new aeromedical equipment for our aircraft. 

Your support means the world to our crew of doctors, nurses, pilots and support teams 
who provide emergency lifesaving aeromedical care to patients 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, 365 days a year.    

So what are you waiting for? Let’s go!
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Why the Flying Doctor 
needs your support!

In 2021 we performed 10,098 aeromedical patient retrievals, including...

8,600 

1,498  

8,640,439 
kilometers flown 

19,939 
flight hours

$30,000 
to Pilbara

$15,400  
to Great Southern

patients retrieved 
on PC-12s and

patients retrieved 
on our  Rio Tinto 
LifeFlight PC-24 jets

Injuries and accidents (including 
vehicle, work, and snake bites)

Circulatory - Heart 
attacks and strokes

Digestive Respiratory 

Pregnancy, birth and 
newborns

Kidneys

Mental health Infectious diseases

Musculoskeletal (back pain)

flight cost round trip

2,169 from the Kimberley

1917 from the Pilbara

1882 from the Midwest

1714 from the Goldfields

894 from the Great Southern

813 from the Wheatbelt

545 from the South West 

53 from Rottnest

14 from the Indian Ocean Territories 
(Christmas and Cocos Islands) 

Most common reasons for patient retrievals were...
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How can  
you help? 

We’re there for you 24/7 but we need your help to 
continue our lifesaving work across Western Australia. 

We rely on generous donations to keep our planes  
in the air. 

This Flying Doctor Day, you can make a difference by 
helping us raise much needed funds for our service. 

Become a Champion

Make a donation

You can help us meet our $600,000 target by 
becoming one of our Champion fundraisers. 
Becoming a fundraising Champion is one of the most 
impactful ways you can give because it will inspire your 
network to get on board and donate too. On Flying 
Doctor Day, every donation will be DOUBLED by our 
matched giving partners, which means for every dollar 
you raise, two dollars goes towards the RFDS. 

To become a Flying Doctor Day Champion fundraiser, 
contact us:

 How do you become a Champion? 

We will help you create your own unique Flying Doctor 
Champion fundraising page to support our overall 
giving day efforts. Find out more here (QR code / link to 
website) Your special fundraising page will be hosted on 
our Flying Doctor Day website and can feature your own 
image, message, fundraising initiative and fundraising 
target. 

We will provide you with your own unique URL that 
you can share with your friends, family, colleagues 
and wider community so people can donate directly 
to your page to help you reach your target (and ours!) 

Visit flyingdoctorday.com.au and make a donation to 
our appeal. 

All donations received on or before 17 May will be 
DOUBLED by our generous matched giving partners 
and are tax deductible.  

$
 scan QR code to  
 make a donation! 

flyingdoctorday.com.au/champions

flyingdoctorday.com.au

Buy a pair of our Flying Doctor Socks to show your 
support and encourage your friends, family and work 
mates to do the same!

Wear them to work, wear them to play, wear them all 
day on Flying Doctor Day!

 
 
 

 

 Spread the word! 

We love to see our supporters wearing their Flying 
Doctor socks. Be sure to post a photo wearing 
them on Flying Doctor Day and use the hashtag 
#FlyingDoctorDay. 

Follow the link below to access a social media post 
that you can copy and paste. Easy!    

Today is #FlyingDoctorDay and I’m wearing my 
Flying Doctor Socks to show my support for the 
lifesaving work of @royalflyingdoc_wa. Each 
year more than 20,000 West Aussies receive 
emergency and essential care by the Flying Doctor 
Service, from Kununurra to Albany and everywhere 
in between. While the Flying Doctor Service is 
free, it costs a lot to keep  flying across the world’s 
largest and most remote health jurisdiction. This 
year, help keep the RFDS flying by buying your very 
own pair of Flying Doctor Socks at flyingdoctorday.
com.au/socks. All money raised goes towards 
helping #rfdswa stay in the air.

RFDS Plane Blue RFDS Plane Black RFDS Kangaroo

*comes in kids size

Flying Doctor Socks

Visit
flyingdoctorday.com.au/socks

to purchase your pair now.
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Host a fundraiser
There are plenty of ways you can help fundraise for 
the RFDS this Flying Doctor Day – start by hosting 
a fundraiser in your community, at your school, or 
workplace . 

Easy fundraising ideas include:

• Hold a morning tea or do a bake-off

• Organise a raffle (our Flying Doctor Socks and 
merch make great prizes!)

• Join our ‘In Flying Doctor country’ social 
campaign - ask your colleagues to share a photo 
of themselves in RFDS country across social 
media, with a link to flyingdoctorday.com.au 
donation page

• Encourage your network to buy a pair of Flying 
Doctor Socks flyingdoctorday.com.au/socks and 
wear them on Flying Doctor Day

• Host a virtual (or face-to-face!) quiz 

• Dress up - encourage your colleagues to wear  
red and blue

 Want more? 

Head to our website where you’ll find handy 
fundraising tips and a fundraising toolkit

$ $
$

flyingdoctor.org.au/wa/support-us/fundraise/

‘Flying Doctor country’ social media campaign 
As soon as you step outside of the Perth metro area, 
you are in Flying Doctor country. 

From Kununurra to Albany and everywhere in between, 
the Flying Doctor is there for you. 

This Flying Doctor Day share a photo of your team 
or work mates out in regional WA, add the hashtag 
#FlyingDoctorDay and include: 

         flyingdoctorday.com.au in your post.  

We would love to see all the incredible places and 
people that make up Flying Doctor country and your 
posts will help us raise valuable funds too. 

 
 

 Spread the word!  

Example image: A photo of you, your family or 
colleagues enjoying your own backyard in regional WA, 
visiting one of the State’s beautiful beaches while on 
holiday, or working on a mine site in the Pilbara.

Copy the text below and post to your social accounts. 
Easy! 

 Did you know every time you venture outside 
Perth, you’re in Flying Doctor country? This 
year, I visited X in beautiful WA, and it reminded 
me of why the Royal Flying Doctor Service is 
so important and has my back when I’m on 
holiday/working remotely/living here in X. On this 
#FlyingDoctorDay I’m donating to help keep @
royalflyingdoc_wa flying. Why not join in, and 
share a photo of your time in Flying Doctor 
country? You can donate via flyingdoctorday.com.

Spread the word on social media 
Have you ever wondered what it takes to run a 24-hour 
aeromedical service? 

On Flying Doctor Day on 17 May, we’ll be sharing 
behind-the-scenes content across our RFDS WA social 
media channels, including plane tours, Q&As and real 
time updates from our support crews. 

Join us on our social media pages and make sure you share 
with your friends, family and wider community to experience 
a day in the life of the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 

Tag #FlyingDoctorDay and #RFDSWA in your social 
posts so you can raise awareness in your network of our 
giving day.  

We’re on Facebook @RFDSWA, Instagram @
royalflyingdoc_wa and Twitter @rfds_wa

 Useful resources 

You can also find shareable and downloadable content 
on our website including

• Creative resources

• Stats and facts about RFDS WA

• Approved images

• Virtual backgrounds for online meetings

• Paper Plane Challenge packs for schools

• Further fundraising ideas

 
 flyingdoctorday.com.au 
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What are we 
fundraising for 
in 2022?

Our services are needed now more than ever – last year was our busiest year on 
record, with more than 10,000 patient retrievals across WA. 

We are proud to offer a no-cost service, but this comes at a significant cost to us.

With your help, we can continue operating our fleet of 22 aircraft, each costing us 
around $2.5 million per year.

This Flying Doctor Day, we aim to raise $600,000 to help us purchase additional 
lifesaving equipment for our aircraft fleet. 

Every dollar you donate will be doubled by our generous matched giving partners. 

MATCHED 
GIVING 
PARTNERS

 SCAN QR CODE TO  

 MAKE A DONATION! 
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$900 $3,000  

$9,300   $39,000 $50,000 

$50  

$700   

will provide a pack of 
emergency medication  
or syringes 

will purchase a stretcher so 
we can transfer patients to 
and from the plane – each 
of our PC-12 aircraft have 
two on board and our PC-
24s have three.

will purchase an infusion 
pump which we use 
to control intravenous 
infusions during transport, 
for maintenance fluids or 
drug infusions. 

we can purchase a 
biochemical analyser, to 
analyse and test blood from 
critically ill patients so we 
can make informed decisions 
about lifesaving treatment 
- from drug therapies to 
transfusion needs 

that’s a dollar for every foot 
we are flying up in the air! 
They can be used on all 
patients from newborns to 
adults, and we can shock a 
heart into a normal rhythm 
during cardiac arrest and 
provide external pace making.

which each of our planes 
feature to provide breathing 
support to patients. 

can purchase essential 
engineering supplies to 
maintain our aircraft

can buy a foetal doppler to 
monitor an unborn baby’s 
heart rate while in the 
womb. Nearly 10% of all our 
transfers are for pregnant 
women, so this device helps 
us check on the wellbeing 
of the unborn baby during 
flight

Did you 
know our 
planes also 
act as mini 
laboratories? 

A monitor 
defibrillator costs 

An intensive care  
unit ventilator cost

$30 

What can we buy 
with your generous 
donations?  

$200
Pelvic Binders are used for 
pelvic fracture stabilisation 
and are an essential piece of 
equipment shown to save 
lives in a case of a pelvic 
fracture.
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You’ve 
landed!
Thank you for supporting the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service in 
Western Australia! 

Other ways to support 
our work

Get in touch The Flyer

Give through your 
Workplace Giving Program

Subscribe to 
the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service 
mailing list  
by visiting  
rfdswa.com.au  
to receive the 
latest Flying 
Doctor WA news 
to your inbox!

Leave a bequest and join the 
Robin Miller Society

Join our support Crew of 
regular givers

Thank you for supporting 

Contact
Your donation saves lives    flyingdoctorday.com.au

08 9417 6400   fundraise@rfdswa.com.au
Jump on board to support  
your Flying Doctor this May

Do you have a story you’d like to  
share about the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service and how it has helped you or 
your loved ones? 

Please email communications to  
rfdswa.com.au. We love to hear how 
the Flying Doctor has helped Western 
Australians and share how our work 
positively impacts the lives of thousands.
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