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OUR COVER: RFDS Midwife Caitlyn Keller  
pictured at Cowarie Station with Kathleen Waterman, 
Maria Madsen and Maria’s son James.
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From the Chairman & Chief Executive >

ASK RICHARD PATRIDGE about the RFDS and 
he’ll tell you he’s “just gone two rounds” in the space 
of months. 

Living in Glendambo for the past four years as the 
local roadhouse manager, Richard describes his 
workplace on the side of Stuart Highway as “the 
middle of nowhere” – specifically, close to 600 
kilometres from his original Adelaide Hills home and 
about 250 kilometres south of the opal mining town 
of Coober Pedy.  

“I underwent some recent minor day surgery and 
when I came home, I felt alright,” Richard said.

“Then it went pear-shaped. Within 24 hours,  
we were on the phone to the Flying Doctor.  
I had sepsis. I went down in a bad way.”

Richard’s wife Deborah stayed in contact with the 
RFDS doctor who assessed Richard’s condition 
over the telephone as the flight was coordinated.

“They got me from my bed and I seem to remember 
three or four staff maybe, but I do know that I 
wasn’t too good. I was gone for all money. I don’t 
remember much beyond that,” Richard said.

Someone who does remember the journey well is 
Clinical Director of Retrieval Services, Dr Chris Buck.

Dr Buck was on the RFDS flight to Glendambo and 
also in the operating theatre when they returned 
Richard to Pt Augusta.

He said Richard was in a serious condition when  
the Flying Doctor arrived. 

“He was shivering, his temperature was through the 
roof, he was disoriented and delirious – all the result 
of a really bad infection,” Dr Buck said.

Because the RFDS was able to reach Richard 
quickly, he was spared the trauma that some sepsis 
patients suffer, which is when life-support systems 
are required.

After a few days in Port Augusta, Richard was well 
enough to return home. 

Then a few weeks later, he was “ready for round two”.

Waking up in the middle of the night, he thought he 
was suffering reflux until the pain became too great 
to bear. 

“I said to Deborah, ‘I think it’s time to make another 
call to the RFDS’,” Richard said.

Richard was suffering acute appendicitis. The  
RFDS swiftly transferred him to Port Augusta for 
hospital treatment.

“I remember getting off the plane in Port Augusta,  
cold and shivering. 

“That night, I was having my appendix operated  
on and it basically saved me. The old ticker also 
started playing up in the Emergency Department  
so I probably would’ve been in a bad way without 
the RFDS. 

“Honestly, we’d be stuffed without the Flying Doctor 
out here. They are the lifeline of the outback.”
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The RFDS acknowledges the Traditional Owners of 
Country throughout Australia and recognises their 
continuing connection to land, waters and community. 
We pay our respects to them and their cultures; and to 
Elders past, present and emerging.

Twice 
saved >

FOR MORE THAN 90 YEARS, your Flying Doctor 
has played an indispensable role in Australian life – 
an enduring legacy that still guides our work today. 

While we take great pride in our history, we are 
equally honoured to lead the way in evolving health 
outcomes of the future.

In this edition of AirDoctor magazine, we hope you’ll 
be inspired by the stories of how your Flying Doctor 
is using innovation, technology and new health 
thinking to drive remarkable changes in Australian 
healthcare and wellbeing.

Our cover story highlights a home-grown initiative 
that will benefit new parents living and working in 
rural and remote locations across SA and NT. 

The RFDS Bush Babies program will bring together 
new parents and qualified RFDS clinicians in a 
series of virtual support groups aimed at providing 
maternal health and paediatric advice, as well as 
peer-to-peer support. 

This is a first for RFDS Central Operations, building 
upon our existing fly-in services in response to the 
unique needs of these isolated communities. 

In outback South Australia, RFDS Central 
Operations has rolled out ProEX Visionflex  
telehealth hubs – state-of-the-art diagnostic 
equipment purchased through the generosity of  
the Rinehart Medical Foundation (see page 7).

 

Nationally, we are supporting world-first innovation 
in partnership with the Australian Stroke Alliance 
(ASA). The ASA is developing portable brain-
imaging technology that will transform the treatment 
options available for stroke patients being airlifted or 
transported by road ambulance.

With stroke incidence 17 per cent higher among 
rural and remote Australians with twice the likelihood 
of lifelong disability, these advancements in stroke 
treatment are truly ground-breaking.

We are also guiding the next generation of RFDS 
clinicians. Our team has been instrumental in 
developing Australia’s first Master’s qualification 
in Aeromedical Retrieval, now available through 
Darwin’s Charles Darwin University (see page 13).

On a final note, we are pleased to note the Flying 
Doctor’s work to improve rural and remote health 
outcomes has been recently recognised in the 
public sphere. 

At the end of 2020, we celebrated the results  
of the annual Charity Reptrak Survey, which 
announced the RFDS as the ‘Most Reputable 
Charity’ for the ninth time.

The RFDS Mount Gambier Patient Transfer Facility – 
one of our most significant projects over the last 12 
months – was recognised for its innovation in the SA 
Health Supplier Awards. 

And last month, RFDS Central Operations was 
delighted to be awarded full accreditation under the 
National Safety & Quality Health Service Standards – 
a national benchmark for high-quality care.

These acknowledgements are made possible by  
our dedicated workforce and the exceptional 
support we receive from our service delivery 
partners, corporate partners, donors and friends. 
Thank you and we hope you enjoy the read.

When we got to him, even 
though we acted quite quickly,  
it was clear he was experiencing 
multi-organ failure.
Dr Chris Buck
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A LOCAL RFDS PROJECT with the potential to  
go nationwide will benefit new mums living in 
rural and remote areas. 

The Bush Babies support program will be 
launched this month via video conferencing to 
connect women going through pregnancy and 
the first six months of motherhood with 
professional and peer support. 

Key roles within the RFDS Primary Health team, 
funded through the Commonwealth Government 
and SA Country Primary Health Network, will  
run the program. South Australia’s Child & Family 
Health Service has also extended support for  
the initiative.

RFDS Community Midwife Caitlyn Keller, who has 
worked in Port Augusta for four years, identified 
the need through her regular engagement with 
remote communities and has been the driving 
force behind the initiative.

She said new mums living remotely, such as on 
outback stations, struggled to maintain strong 
social networks.

“I’m really excited about Bush Babies. In my job,  
I get to see rural and remote mums on an individual 
basis, but to bring them together and let them see 
they’re not the only ones having these struggles 
is a massive benefit for rural communities as a 
whole,” Caitlyn said.

“These mums are the most resilient women I  
have ever met. They often take on the bulk of 
care for newborns as their partners must keep 
up the station work.

“I talked to a mum who hadn’t grown up remotely 
– she had moved to a station after meeting her 
husband. They have children, but they can’t just 
pop down to a coffee shop or a playgroup like her 
friends in town would. 

A great  
start for  
our Bush 
Babies >

“Given the isolation of some of these places,  
their closest support may be a few hundred 
kilometres away. 

“Being a mum wherever you are comes with the 
challenges of keeping a household going. Some 
of the women I meet through the RFDS live on a 
property that’s a third of the size of Switzerland.”

Caitlyn said Bush Babies would be supported by 
the full breadth of expertise in the RFDS Primary 
Health team and would cover topics such as mental 
health, childhood development milestones, sleep 
and nutrition. 

“We will then open the floor to our parents and  
it’s more going to be a chat about what they may 
have found challenging that week.”

Families in outback SA have welcomed the idea  
of the program.

Anna Nunn, from Wertaloona Station in South 
Australia’s far north, said having a connection with 
other parents in the area would be a real bonus.

She said there was already an existing rapport 
between families and RFDS midwives through  
the monthly scheduled visits.

“But once the baby is born and you are back at 
home, there is nothing else on offer,” she said.

“Having a child in the outback is completely different 
to town. Help isn’t just around the corner. I’d love to 
see this idea go national.”

Kathleen Waterman from Cowarie Station, who is 
expecting her first child, said the Flying Doctor was 
“already like an extension of our family”.

“If there are any problems, I already know I can pick 
up the phone and talk to the RFDS. They fix us and 
put us back together,” she said.

Maria Madsen, originally from Denmark and now 
enjoying station life with her husband and toddler,  
is expecting her second baby. She said even before 
the idea of Bush Babies was mooted, she was in 
awe of the service provided.

“Coming from Denmark I did not know how much 
work the RFDS did until I moved here.

“Even something as simple as going for a check-up, 
it’s 2,000km to Adelaide and back – that’s a long 
way and a long time to sit up straight in a car when 
you’re pregnant.

“Having them on call, it’s a life saver.”

The Bush Babies program will initially be offered to 
SA remote families already utilising RFDS services.

These mums are the most 
resilient women I have ever 
met. They often take on the 
bulk of care for newborns as 
their partners must keep up  
the station work. 
Caitlyn Keller, RFDS Community Midwife

RFDS Midwife Caitlyn Keller takes Cowarie Station 
toddler James for a ride in the ute.

Justin Nunn from Wertaloona Station chats with RFDS Primary Health Care Manager Mandy Smallacombe who is nursing his daughter Ava.

Mandy and Caitlyn catch up with Maria Madsen at Cowarie Station.
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Elders backs its  
bush communities >
AGRIBUSINESS ICON ELDERS Limited has boosted 
its investment in the health and wellbeing of rural and 
regional communities with a three-year extension of 
its major sponsorship of RFDS Central Operations.

Elders – last year named Australia’s most trusted 
agribusiness brand – will make another $300,000 
contribution direct to the RFDS capital-raising 
program for the perennial upgrade of its fleet of 
flying intensive care units.

“Everyone at Elders is enormously proud to be 
continuing our support of the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service in delivering its world-class medical care to 
rural and regional Australians,” said Bernard Seal, 
Elders’ General Manager Central Zone.

“Elders and the RFDS share so much in common in 
terms of their commitment to the health, wellbeing 
and prosperity of those who live, work and travel in 
these communities, including our staff, our 
clients – and their families,” Mr Seal said at the 
sponsorship announcement.

In recognition of Elders’ tangible support, the 
medically-equipped RFDS aircraft VH-FXW, or 

‘Whiskey’ as it is known, will continue to bear the 
Elders brand on its fuselage.

Over the past year alone, ‘Whiskey’ has flown over 
470,000 kilometres to airlift almost 1,000 patients 
from 55 different regional and remote communities 
to specialist medical treatment.

The aircraft was also instrumental in the RFDS’ 
national response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Guided by its crews, Whiskey alone has undertaken 
more than 60 COVID-19 related patient transfers 
since March last year.

Charlie Paterson, RFDS Executive General Manager 
Marketing & Stakeholder Relations, said the impact 
of Elders’ tangible support would reach far and 
wide, delivering long-lasting benefits to the 
community.

“Continued financial support from all corners of the 
community – our donors, community fundraisers, 
volunteers and corporate partners like Elders – is 
critical to ensuring we continue to deliver the finest 
care to the furthest corner.”

Clear ‘vision’  
from afar >

When every 
minute matters >

DOCTORS WILL BE ABLE to accurately diagnose 
patients by sight without having to be in the same 
room or even the same state, thanks to a generous 
donation to the RFDS.

A portion of a $6 million donation from Mrs Rinehart 
and the Rinehart Medical Foundation, announced 
last year in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
has funded the state-of-the-art video health hubs  
to connect RFDS doctors with patients. 

RFDS Central Operations Primary Health Care 
Manager Mandy Smallacombe said access to the 
ProEX Visionflex units had come at the ideal time  
of year when outback travel was at its peak.

“If someone was driving in the area and had a 
medical episode, such as shortness of breath or 
chest pains, they could go to one of the telehealth 
units and say they needed to speak to a doctor,” 
she said.

“The doctor would be able to see them on the unit 
so they could make a decision of how the patient 
looked. There is a lot you can tell by just looking  
at someone.

“Our doctors can instantly get three or four pieces  
of diagnostic information from using Visionflex.  
That could well be the difference between 
coordinating an emergency flight or advising the 
patient to take some Mylanta for indigestion.

“It’s a truly game-changing assessment tool to  
have in remote areas.”

The units, about the same size as a three-door  
filing cabinet, also have a blood pressure cup,  
a camera and tongue depressor attached for 
primary health check-ups.

There are currently four Visionflex units set up at 
the health clinics in Marla, Oodnadatta, Marree and 
Kingoonya with further units planned for roll-out at 
other outback locations.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF WORLD-CLASS 
TECHNOLOGY transforming how stroke 
patients can be treated in the air has received  
a multi-million dollar Federal funding boost.

The Australian Stroke Alliance (ASA), of which 
the Royal Flying Doctor Service is a partner, has 
received $40 million from the Medical Research 
Future Fund to advance its ground-breaking 
work into pre-hospital stroke treatment.

In a five year project, the ASA will design and 
test new mobile brain-imaging technology for 
use in the back of road ambulances or RFDS 
aircraft.

When treating stroke, every minute matters. 
Treatment needs to be offered within the first 
few hours and preferably within the first  
‘Golden Hour’. 

In a country the size of Australia, time and 
distance prevents many people from receiving 
the urgent care they need.

Stroke incidence is 17 per cent higher in rural 
and remote areas and with this comes twice 
the likelihood of significant lifelong disability. 

Unfortunately, only 3 per cent of patients in rural  
and remote areas of Australia are treated in a 
stroke unit, compared to 77 per cent of patients 
in metropolitan areas, with most needing to 
travel over 200 kilometres to access care.

Dr John Walker uses a new ProEX Visionflex unit to diagnose a patient.

Elders branch staff (and clients) with ‘Whiskey’ at the announcement of the sponsorship extension in Naracoorte, SA. What they said >
“Most of my area is pastoral 
zone; my clients think the RFDS 
is the greatest thing on earth.”

Tim Taplin, 
Elders Peterborough

“Many of my friends have had  
a ride in the plane; to know it is 
always there is comforting.”

Scott Fleetwood,  
Elders Jamestown

“As a volunteer ambulance officer,  
I lost count to how many times  
I have put someone on the plane.”  
Colleen Grove-Jones,  
Elders Peterborough

“The RFDS was crucial for me, 
and we all know someone 
who’s been flown when they 
needed it most.”

Lachie James, Padthaway

“I’m very grateful to see the sun 
come up every day – I thank the 
Flying Doctor for that.”

Gary Bowyer, Robe
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Another  
big day out >

Every day, the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service 
takes the finest care 
to the furthest corners 
of our land so that 
everyone can enjoy  
the best of health. 
Have you ever wondered what the Flying 
Doctor does in 24 hours? Here’s a snapshot of 
what happened on a typical day recently.

An RFDS crew from Adelaide Base 
departs for Peterborough in SA’s Mid 
North to transfer a patient requiring 
urgent surgery in Adelaide. 

An Alice Springs RFDS crew departs for 
Haasts Bluff – located within the West 
MacDonnell Ranges – to assist a patient with 
multiple trauma injuries.

A Tumby Bay resident has fallen and broken 
their hip badly. The RFDS airlifts the patient 
to Adelaide for immediate replacement 
surgery.

At the RFDS Marree Health Service, the 
Remote Area Nurses are completing their 
morning consultations with local residents 
that range from injury treatment through 
to chronic disease management and 
immunisations.

A Darwin man requires critical treatment 
to remove clots from his brain following a 
stroke. Every single minute counts, so he 
is loaded onto the RFDS Medi-Jet 24 by 
RFDS crews for the fastest possible transfer 
to the Royal Adelaide Hospital. The jet is able 
to cross the country in under four hours.

A couple has been involved in a serious car 
roll-over on the Stuart Highway in outback 
SA. An Adelaide crew flies to the scene.

Today, the RFDS Oral Health team has landed in Kintore – 
a remote community 530 kilometres west of Alice Springs. 
Using more than 400kg of mobile dental equipment 
packed and brought along for three consecutive days, 
the four-person team will undertake around 20 in-chair 
consultations on patients of all ages each day.

A patient suffering severe chest pain is 
airlifted from Indulkana to Alice Springs 
Hospital for urgent treatment.

The Remote Area Nurse at the RFDS 
Andamooka Clinic completes the final 
appointment for the day but remains on-call 
with a second Remote Area Nurse to sustain 
a 24/7 emergency response in the area.

An RFDS Mental Health Clinician 
checks in with a new patient via ZOOM 
teleconferencing. 

At Port Augusta Base, a plane carrying an RFDS Doctor, 
Midwife and Primary Health Nurse prepares to leave for 
a two-day ‘station run’, visiting outback communities for 
check-ups. Today, the team will be visiting patients at 
Balcanoona, Glendambo, Mount Eba and William Creek. 
En route, the crews will also transfer urgent blood supplies 
to Coober Pedy Hospital.

Another aircraft is dispatched as a 
patient requires an urgent airlift from 
Whyalla to Adelaide.

In Port Augusta, the RFDS Occupational 
Therapist is stepping a young patient through 
exercises to assess his range of mobility via a 
regular telehealth consultation.

The Operations Coordination Centre receives 
a late night call to coordinate a flight to 
Kingscote to airlift a woman experiencing late-
term pregnancy complications. The OCC will 
remain response-ready throughout the night.
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The world’s first Super Versatile Jet takes off! The PC-24’s generous pressurised cabin 

offers sufficient space for up to three patients plus medical systems. The large cargo 

door with lift ensures easy patient loading and unloading. And the cabin can be 

reconfigured in line with any mission profile for maximum flexibility. Provide the best 

possible care and fly PC-24 – contact us now!

www.pilatus-aircraft.com

A PRIVATE HOSPITAL ROOM – WITH WINGS
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On just one day >

Ready to respond >
THE FLYING DOCTOR IS LEADING THE WAY 
for the next generation of high-flying clinicians, 
collaborating with health and education partners 
to establish Australia’s first Master’s qualification in 
Aeromedical Retrieval. 

Launched in March by Charles Darwin University, 
the Master’s and Graduate Certificate will open up 
new career pathways for nurses, doctors and logistics 
professionals based in Australia and abroad.

The curriculum was developed by the RFDS in 
partnership with the National Critical Care Trauma 
Response Centre (NCCTRC) and Careflight.

RFDS Central Operations Executive General 
Manager, Medical & Retrieval Services Dr Mardi 
Steere said the courses would cover subjects 
including disaster medicine, domestic and 
international logistics and trauma management.

“Having both a local and global focus helps 
emergency responders work out how to cross 
international barriers when needed. If we’re all 
speaking the same language, country to country, 
that can only be a good thing,” Dr Steere said.

“Closer to home, we know our remote and rural 
communities absolutely rely on aeromedical 
retrievals when help is needed.

“We’re very proud to have the RFDS involved in 
shaping the future of emergency medicine through 
sharing these vital skills with the next generation.”

We’re very proud to have the 
RFDS involved in shaping the 
future of emergency medicine.
Dr Mardi Steere, RFDS Executive General Manager, 
Medical & Retrieval Services

Dr Mardi Steere demonstrates a First Aid response to the inaugural cohort of 
Aeromedical Retrieval students at the course launch in Darwin.

Flying Doc 
Podcast >
INTRODUCING ‘THE FLYING DOCTOR’ - 
OUR NEW NATIONAL PODCAST!

This new audio-on-demand series 
captures gripping, real-life RFDS stories 
through weekly interviews with patients, 
their families and Flying Doctor staff.

Peter Nunn from Clifton Hills Station is  
one patient who shares his dramatic 
rescue story.

The dad of two punctured a lung and 
fractured his neck, skull and ribs in a 
motorbike accident at the property.

You can tune in weekly or listen at your 
own pace. 

Simply sign up to the LiSTNR app for 
free on your computer or smartphone to 
access the podcast. 

Alternatively, search ‘The Flying Doctor’ 
through your Spotify or iTunes account 
to catch up on episodes or find the latest 
audio clips on the RFDS website.

160 
patients helped by the Flying Doctor

=

38 
patients treated by allied  

health clinicians

10 
patients supported by  
mental health clinicians

12 
patients treated in  
fly-in clinic settings

3 
patients administered 

immunisations

15 
patients assisted over the 
phone or video conference

34 
patients treated at a  
remote health clinic

28 
patients flown on 26  

aeromedical flights

20 
patients provided an oral  

health consultation
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Making 
tracks >
Flying Doctor founder 
Rev. John Flynn was 
also known as “Flynn 
of the Inland”, having 
crossed the country’s 
ochre heart over 
decades to establish 
vital links to health  
care in the bush.

If you’re getting ready to hit the outback tracks, consider 
stopping in at some of these places rich in RFDS history.

1. RFDS Darwin Tourist Facility
Perched on Darwin’s beautiful waterfront, this 
award-winning Tourist Facility tells the story of  
the Flying Doctor. Immerse yourself in the John 
Flynn hologram presentation and virtual reality 
experience and complete your visit by taking part  
in the 1942 WWII Bombing of Darwin exhibit at  
the same venue.

2. John Flynn Obelisk, Tennant Creek
Located about 25km out of Tennant Creek at the 
junction of the north-south (Stuart) and east-west 
(Barkly) highways, the John Flynn memorial cairn 
was erected in 1952 – just a year after Flynn’s death. 
The stone obelisk stands at 6m.

3. Flynn’s grave, MacDonnell Ranges
The John Flynn Memorial Historical Reserve in the 
foothills of the MacDonnell Ranges outside of Alice 
Springs is Flynn’s final resting place. The grave 
features a plaque concisely expressing a lifetime’s 
achievements: “His vision encompassed the 
continent.”

4. RFDS Alice Springs Tourist Facility
Housed in Alice’s original RFDS base, find out why 
the Flying Doctor remains so critical for those who 
choose to live and work in the bush. See and learn 
through the heroic tales of the service in Central 
Australia since 1939.

5. Early Australian Inland Mission 
Hospital, Oodnadatta

While the original building is not open to the public, 
you can find a plaque commemorating Flynn’s visits 
to this outback post within the boundaries of the 
existing health clinic. For 13 years (up until 1939), 
this was the only hospital in Central Australia. 

6. Smith of Duresk Mission, Beltana
This outback mission was the foundation of the 
Australian Inland Mission and later the RFDS.  
You can still attend services at the church, which  
is among many local attractions in this State 
Heritage listed town.

7. Wadlata Outback Centre, Port Augusta
Delve into the ‘Tunnel of Time’ at this award-winning 
centre and learn not only about the Flying Doctor 
but the amazing history of the Flinders Ranges and 
the South Australian outback.

8. Pioneer Women’s Memorial Garden, 
Adelaide

Tucked behind Government House, this garden 
was established to honour South Australia’s pioneer 
women, including Adelaide Miethke (founder of the 
School of the Air using the RFDS radio networks).

Staying safe on  
your next trip >
If you’re embarking on a road trip, then there  
is plenty to think about before you head off.

PACK WELL: Crucial points, but well worth 
repeating – ensure you have a reliable car, take 
plenty of water, rest frequently and be aware of 
Australia’s vastness and the potential of extreme 
temperatures.

BE FLEXIBLE: Good maps and an itinerary  
are essential, but be prepared to be adaptable. 
A day of heavy rain in some regions can quickly 
result in flash flooding and road closures.

MIND YOUR MEDICATION: If you take regular 
medication, pack more than required for your 
trip. Don’t rely on being able to fill a prescription 
en route. 

NEVER LEAVE YOUR VEHICLE: If you are 
delayed or have mechanical trouble, never leave 
your vehicle. Sooner or later, someone will be 
along and will either help you fix it or notify a 
service at the next town.

RFDS ON CALL: If you have a medical 
emergency in outback SA or NT, call 000.  
The Flying Doctor will be advised of your 
emergency and will be on its way.

BEFORE YOU DEPART: Make sure you visit 
the RFDS website and click the ‘Emergency’ 
button to find the relevant emergency details in 
each state and territory. It pays to be prepared!
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Ground Crew 
Challenge >
TO REINVIGORATE LOCAL FUNDRAISING efforts 
post COVID-19 lockdowns, the Flying Doctor’s 
support groups across South Australia and the 
Northern Territory took part in a Ground Crew 
Challenge last October.

Among the hosted events were a Spring Art & 
Garden Fair (Clare Support Group), a wine sales 
fundraiser (Jamestown & Districts Support Group) 
and a trading table at the Camelot Garden Open Day 
(Copper Coast & District Support Group). 

In total, more than $30,000 was raised during this 
fundraising blitz. A big thank you to our amazing 
RFDS volunteers for getting behind the challenge!

Cuppa for  
a cause >
IN THE TIME IT TAKES TO BREW A CUPPA, the 
Flying Doctor helps up to five Australians who need 
urgent care. 

Thirty seven groups across South Australia and the 
Northern Territory including Elders, Oz Minerals, 
Kwik Kopy Hilton, Rabobank and Gawler & District 
4WD Club took part in this year’s Outback Morning 
Tea by hosting workplace get-togethers, community 
cake stalls and high tea events. 

The fundraising events hosted throughout April and 
early May have raised more than $6500 to date.

Big W Open Day >
MORE THAN 700 PEOPLE ATTENDED an  
Open Day at Big W Monarto Distribution Centre  
to acknowledge the efforts of Big W employees  
in the lead-up to the site’s planned closure later 
this year. 

The February community event raised more than 
$4000 for its charity partners, the RFDS and the 
local CFS brigade. The Big W team has set a 
$20,000 fundraising goal to reach by mid-year.

ANZ Community 
Ball >
THE FLYING DOCTOR WAS ONE OF SIX MAJOR 
not-for-profit organisations supported at this year’s  
ANZ Community Ball.

This year’s black-tie event hosted at the Adelaide 
Convention Centre raised $318,000 for its selected 
charity partners.

Feel Good 
February >
THANKS TO THE DARWIN WATERFRONT and 
Activate Darwin, a series of 15 wellbeing activities 
was hosted for ‘Feel Good February’ benefiting the 
Flying Doctor.

A highlight of the program was the sold-out ‘Wear 
Your Wings’ trivia night hosted at Wharf One Food  
& Wine at the Waterfront.

Fundraisers also took part in a ‘Step It Out’ exercise 
challenge throughout the month. Feel Good February 
events collectively raised more than $13,000. 

Calling new 
members >
DID YOU KNOW THE RFDS HAS 22 AMAZING 
auxiliaries and support groups spread right across 
South Australia and in Alice Springs?

We welcome community-minded individuals of 
all ages who are keen to share their time and 
enthusiasm to support local RFDS fundraising 
activities.

If you’re interested in finding out more, contact our 
Volunteer Fundraising Specialist Lindy Allchurch on 
8238 3314 or lindy.allchurch@flyingdoctor.net.

In the pink >
THE BRIGHT PINK BEACON OF THE OUTBACK 
- the Oodnadatta Roadhouse – is one of the newest 
points on the map where you can find an RFDS Tap 
‘n’ Go unit.

RFDS Central Operations currently has 60 Tap  
‘n’ Go donation machines active in South Australia 
and the Northern Territory and is on the look-out for 
new locations.

If you are interested in installing a Tap ‘n’ Go 
supporting the Flying Doctor at your local business, 
please contact us on 8238 3340.

Barossa Air Show >
MORE THAN 3000 AVIATION FANS ATTENDED 
last month’s Barossa Air Show to take in the 
spectacle in the skies. 

The Flying Doctor PC-12 simulator also proved a big 
attraction at the community event, with attendees 
giving more than $1000 in gold coin donations.
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– All proceeds benefit the Royal Flying Doctor Service –

TICKETS NOW 
ON SALE!


