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OUR COVER: George Williams at The Peake Station, outback South Australia.
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IT’S EVERY PARENT’S nightmare – arriving at an 
accident scene to discover one of your children 
unconscious.

That’s exactly what happened to Karina and Gerard 
Sheehan on a dirt track near the Beverley Uranium 
Mine, more than 500 kilometres north of Adelaide. 
They were 40km from their home, Moolawatana 
Station, in the northern Flinders Ranges.

“We just saw a big pile of dust and I said to  
my husband, that’s the ute – Randal’s rolled it,” 
Karina says. Both Randal and his girlfriend Isla  
were thrown from the vehicle.

“We didn’t know if they were dead or alive.  
Isla was conscious and laying on her back with  
her knees bent but I was worried about possible 
spinal damage.

“Randal was lying mostly on his stomach, 
unconscious, eyes open and bulging.

“The first thing you think of is contacting the  
Royal Flying Doctor Service,” Karina said.

With the help of paramedics and the Emergency 
Response Team from the nearby Beverley Uranium 
Mine, the Sheehans were able to relay Randal and 
Isla’s conditions to the on-call Doctor at RFDS Port 
Augusta Base.

A RFDS retrieval team comprising two Doctors  
and one Flight Nurse boarded a standby aircraft  
and departed immediately for Epic Energy 3, the 
nearest airstrip to the crash site. 

“When we arrived, Isla was awake and talking but 
had some trouble breathing.” Dr Jess Martyn said.

“Isla then had an ultrasound and some blood 
tests which were reassuring she was not bleeding 
internally.  

“Randal’s ultrasound showed he had bleeding inside 
his abdomen and a blood transfusion was started. 
Randal then stopped responding completely.” 

A trip to the Royal Adelaide Hospital (RAH) by road 
would have taken more than seven hours. The 
RFDS flying intensive care unit covered this ground 
in 120 minutes.

In a stable condition, Isla had suffered fractures  
to her spine, wrist, sternum and pelvis.

Randal however, was placed in a medically-induced 
coma for three days.

“When I arrived at the RAH. I was taken aside  
by one of Randal’s surgeons and told he had a 
severe brain injury,” Karina said.

“They said he’d need to learn to walk, talk and  
eat again and that he’d never be the same.

“You think you’re prepared for it, but when you  
see your son with tubes hanging out of him – it’s 
stuff you see in movies.”

Randal had six broken ribs, fractures to his  
pelvis and spine, a laceration to his spleen and  
a haematoma near his right kidney.

But they breed them tough in the bush and Randal 
was moved to a ward, five days after the accident.

Randal was discharged from the Hampstead 
Rehabilitation Centre a month after the accident  
and returned to his job at Roxby Downs just five 
months later.
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The RFDS acknowledges the Traditional Owners of 
Country throughout Australia and recognises their 
continuing connection to land, waters and community. 
We pay our respects to them and their cultures; and to 
Elders past, present and emerging.

World 
turned 
upside 
down >

AS WE NEAR the end of 2021, we’ve taken the 
opportunity to reflect upon what has been another 
busy and productive year for your Flying Doctor.

Over the past year, we have delivered almost 
53,000 episodes of care to South Australians and 
Northern Territorians including:

> 9,349 aeromedical evacuations;

> 6,601 digital health consultations;

> 8,950 face-to-face primary health consultations;

> 819 face-to-face mental health consultations; and

> 1,395 face-to-face oral health consultations.

Helping to roll out the national COVID-19 
vaccination program (see page 4) has been one way 
in which the RFDS has adapted this year to a rapidly 
changing health environment.

By listening and responding to the needs of our 
communities, government funders and health 
partners, we have also delivered new projects that 
venture beyond our existing service delivery.

We launched a ‘Bush Babies’ pilot program in May, 
following feedback from remote station families in 
South Australia. This program connected RFDS 
midwives and other health professionals with new 
parents to provide clinical and social support. 

We made great strides on a national project to 
establish an aeromedical electronic health record. 
When completed, this technology will improve our 
operational efficiencies and enhance the clinical 
safety of all patients airlifted by the RFDS right 
across the country.

We progressed concept plans for an integrated 
Primary Health Service at Port Augusta, which will 
serve as a General Practice, a multi-disciplinary 
health clinic and an accredited training base for 
Rural Generalists in South Australia.

We partnered with the Top End’s Charles Darwin 
University to establish Australia’s first postgraduate 
qualifications in Aeromedical Retrieval – an 
investment in our future workforce.

We also partnered with the Australian Stroke 
Alliance in its ground-breaking research and 
prototype development of the world’s first CT 
scanner, designed for aeromedical use. This 
technology will revolutionise early diagnosis and 
treatment for stroke patients living in rural and 
remote Australia.

On page 13, you’ll see an extract from a 1950 
AirDoctor magazine, sent to us last month by Jan 
Sim. What is remarkable about this document is 
how the Flying Doctor has changed so much in 71 
years – and in many ways, how it has changed so 
little.

The words of RFDS President W.L. Sanderson at 
the start of that 1950 edition still ring true today:

“When turning over the pages of AirDoctor, I would 
ask you also to read between the lines and let your 
thoughts and imagination dwell upon the suffering 
and tragic happenings that occurred outback prior 
to the advent of the Flying Doctor. 

“The dread and sense of insecurity has now passed. 
The mere switching of a key removes distance and 
isolation, and, when necessary, brings the advice 
and assistance of our Flying Doctors.”

To you, we offer our heartfelt thanks to you for your 
continued support of our essential work – as we 
continue to care for Australians, from the ground up. 

We wish you and your loved ones a safe and 
enjoyable Christmas and New Year period, and we 
trust you will enjoy this edition of AirDoctor.

They said he’d need to 
learn to walk, talk and eat 
again and that he’d never 
be the same.

Above: Randal’s rolled Landcruiser 
Below: Randal and Isla

“During his time in the ICU he was the sickest 
patient in the whole of the Royal Adelaide Hospital,” 
Karina said.

“Without the Royal Flying Doctor Service, we 
know the outcome would have definitely been a lot 
different. It’s a service the outback can’t do without.” 
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FROM KINGSCOTE TO KATHERINE and 
everywhere in between, the Flying Doctor COVID-19 
team has been hitting the road in recent months to 
support the national vaccination effort. 

To date, the RFDS has visited 28 SA isolated towns 
and 31 NT outback locations to support local health 
partners in administering more than 8,000 Pfizer 
doses to remote and rural residents.

“The RFDS is extremely proud to work alongside 
local organisations and health partners to deliver 

essential COVID-19 vaccinations through the  
central corridor of Australia,” RFDS Executive 
General Manager, Health Services Development  
& Clinical Services, Natalie Szabo said.

“The Flying Doctor is fully equipped to transport 
vaccines securely whether it be by air or on the 
ground.

“Through our fly-in bush clinics, remote residents 
and workers can rely upon a safe and accessible 
vaccination service to protect themselves and  
their loved ones.” 

AN OUTBACK CAR TREK has crossed the 
monumental million-dollar mark in its fundraising 
efforts for the Flying Doctor. 

The volunteer OZ Outback Odyssey event has  
run annually since 2015, bringing together car  
lovers from all around Australia for multi-day  
driving expeditions to raise funds for RFDS  
Central Operations.

This year, the Odyssey was set to drive from 
Adelaide to Broome, but COVID-19 restrictions 
dictated a change of itinerary within South Australian 
borders.

Departing Birkenhead, more than 80 participants 
travelled to Renmark over eight days, covering  
more than 3000 kilometres and passing through  
the outback towns including Innamincka, Arkaroola,  
William Creek, Mungerannie and Marree.

The full trek raised a record-breaking $223,820, 
which tipped the event’s all-time RFDS contribution 
over the $1 million mark.

“Despite border closures this year, everyone was 
still revved up to go and we were determined to get 
the event happening in some form,” OZ Outback 
Odyssey Committee Chair Keith Finch said.

“It went really well and the communities and  
towns along the route welcomed us with open  
arms at every point of the trip,” he said.

“While we weren’t expecting to make a lot of money 
this year, we did much better than we thought. 

“Everyone dug deep for the Flying Doctor, and  
we already looking forward to hitting the road  
again next year.” 

Rolling up 
Australia’s sleeve >

Odyssey’s million-
dollar milestone >

Left to right: RFDS crews vaccinated locals in  
Kingoonya, SA; and Galiwin’ku, NT.

Interested in the 
2022 OZ Outback 

Odyssey?
Visit ozoutbackodyssey.com.au  

to find out event dates and entry fees. 

Odyssey vehicles (built at least 30 years 
ago) and modern 4WD support vehicles 

are permitted on the event with a minimum 
requirement of two people per vehicle. 

For further information,  
email the committee at  

enquiries@ozoutbackodyssey.com.au
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Caring for 
Australians, 

from the 
ground up >
YOUR FLYING DOCTOR has launched a new 
awareness campaign to showcase the breadth 
of health services it delivers every day in South 

Australia and the Northern Territory.

The campaign focuses on real-life RFDS patients 
and crews and was filmed earlier this year in the 
remote Territorian community of Kintore and at  
The Peake Station in Far North South Australia.

Here are the familiar faces featured in the campaign. 
Scan the QR code below with your mobile or visit 

finestcare.com.au to watch their stories.

Dr James Padley
Port Augusta, SA

Dr James joined the RFDS as a Rural Generalist 
Registrar (Critical Care) based in Port Augusta. 
Among other roles, he has also previously 
worked for the Flying Doctor in Broken Hill. 

Dr James is now part of a team that airlifts more 
than 9,000 South Australians and Territorians 
every year. Crews are ready 24/7 to be ‘tasked’ 
for an aeromedical retrieval.

“Tasking a retrieval begins with finding as  
much information about the patient as we 
possibly can, as well as their likely illnesses and 
injuries, so we send the best people for the job 
and have the right equipment to stabilise them 
before transporting them for urgent treatment,” 
Dr James said.

“These tasks can be made more difficult to deal 
with depending on conditions such as lighting, 
weather and where the patient is located.” 

The Williams Family
The Peake Station, SA

Raising four kids, two litters of puppies and 
5,500 head of cattle at The Peake Station adds 
up to a remarkable life for station managers 
Kirsty and Cameron Williams.

The couple and their children – Lucy, George, 
Max and Lenny – all feature in the campaign. 

While the older children attend School of the  
Air, Kirsty and Cameron manage the 8,000km2 
pastoral property situated 100km north of  
William Creek along the Oodnadatta Track.

“It’s a great family life – we feel very lucky,”  
Kirsty said.

“The Flying Doctor is a huge part of our 
community – they come to our events and 
shows. They are very present in our community.

“We’ve had a few fly-outs with the children and 
my husband has had a few injuries as well.  
We’re incredibly remote, but the RFDS makes  
us feel like they’re just over the back fence.”
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Monica Robinson
Kintore, NT

In Kintore, a small community located around 
530km west of Alice Springs, dentists are known 
as ‘Katiti Doctors’ – Tooth Doctors. 

Monica Robinson is the Chair of Pintupi 
Homelands Health Service and among the  
local leaders responsible for ensuring the RFDS 
‘Katiti Doctors’ visit Kintore regularly.

“My role is to look after clinics and maintain  
good health for the community,” Monica said.

“We had three meetings to get the Flying Doctor 
to come out and it’s been really good for us, 
starting (this program) together,” she said.

“We need your (RFDS) mob to be working  
with us to keep our people strong. 

“We need to feel good so we can walk around 
our country, hunt for good, local food and  
look after community, working together for  
our children and all other families.

“When the Flying Doctor comes in – we feel  
so happy, because they’re part of our family.”

Louise Kohler
Mt Sarah Station, SA

As her young family grows, so does Louise’s 
connection with the RFDS midwife.

Louise lives at Mt Sarah Station, 75km north  
of Oodnadatta in South Australia’s Far North.

“We live in a very beautiful part of the world – it  
has its challenges, but so does every place you 
live,” Sarah said.

“I’m currently on my third pregnancy, and 
I’ve had the same RFDS midwife for each 
pregnancy.”

Like many mums living remotely, Louise plans  
to relocate to town – in her case, Port Augusta  
– a few weeks before the baby’s due date.

“I currently see our midwife Caitlyn at the 
Oodnadatta clinic and when I’m in Port Augusta, 
I’ll still see her on regular visits.

“To me, the Flying Doctor is about that 
connection between medical care and bush  
that is vital.”

Justine Cooney 
Port Augusta, SA

As RFDS Wellbeing & Mental Health Team 
Leader, Justine Cooney heads up a team of 
mental health nurses, social workers, narrative 
therapists and psychologists.

“We average about 15 clinics a month. We 
deliver care via remote clinics and at bush clinics, 
where people and families come out to meet 
the plane at remote airstrips. We also follow up 
via telehealth, phone, email, SMS – whatever it 
takes.

“One of the biggest challenges isolation. When 
you think of the services you would receive in 
the regions or in the cities, access can be a 
thousand times harder out here and that, in itself, 
is stressful. 

“We see people who live and work on stations, 
in remote communities, people who might be 
passing through, people who might be part of an 
Indigenous community – our team is available for 
anyone in our footprint, any age or background.”

Richard Patridge 
Glendambo, SA

By day, Richard runs the petrol station at 
Glendambo, a busy pitstop on the Stuart 
Highway. 

He is one of thousands of rural and remote 
South Australians and Territorians who have now 
received their COVID-19 vaccination through 
an RFDS fly-in or drive-in clinic or a partnered 
program between the RFDS and a local health 
organisation.

“We’re 300km away from a service like Port 
Augusta where we can get the injection, but by 
the time we get out there and back, that’s an 
eight-hour day,” Richard said.

“We really rely on the Flying Doctor – they are 
saving a lot of people time.”

To date, more than 8,000 doses of COVID-19 
vaccine have been administered by RFDS teams 
in isolated communities stretching from SA’s 
Kangaroo Island to Arnhem Land in the Territory’s 
Top End.
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The world’s first Super Versatile Jet takes off! The PC-24’s generous pressurised cabin 

offers sufficient space for up to three patients plus medical systems. The large cargo 

door with lift ensures easy patient loading and unloading. And the cabin can be 

reconfigured in line with any mission profile for maximum flexibility. Provide the best 

possible care and fly PC-24 – contact us now!

pilatus-aircraft.com

A PRIVATE HOSPITAL ROOM – WITH WINGS
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THE RFDS IS SET to build its first remote Patient 
Transfer Facility (PTF) in the Northern Territory after 
the successful establishment of a similar facility in 
Mount Gambier this year.

Plans to build an undercover facility to stabilise 
and transfer patients at Tennant Creek have been 
backed by a $949,500 grant through the latest 
round of the Commonwealth Government’s  
Building Better Regions Fund.

With 491 RFDS landings in the past year,  
Tennant Creek is the Flying Doctor’s top landing 
location in the NT.

The majority of patients are transferred from  
Tennant Creek Hospital to Royal Darwin Hospital  
or Alice Springs Hospital for further treatment.

“Currently, there is no existing dedicated RFDS 
Patient Transfer Facility at Tennant Creek Airport. 
The general terminal is used for all commercial, 
transport and Flying Doctor services,” said 
Tony Vaughan, Chief Executive, RFDS Central 
Operations.

“A new Patient Transfer Facility here will enable our 
crews to treat and stabilise patients in a well-lit, 
climate-controlled setting, which is especially 
important for night transfers and on days when 
temperatures are in the 40s. The ‘taxi-through’ 
hangar – the second of its kind in the country  
– will protect patients from extreme heat.

“It will also accommodate our flight crews, as well 
as Central Australian Health Service clinicians and 
other clinicians who visit Tennant Creek on regular 
RFDS-facilitated ‘fly-in’ community health clinics.”

The RFDS Mount Gambier Patient Transfer Facility 
marked its first year of service in June. Already, the 
facility has provided all-weather protection  
and privacy for more than 700 local patients.

The Tennant Creek project is estimated at  
$1.26 million, with the RFDS bridging the funding 
gap through fundraising with the community.

Construction is expected to commence from  
mid-2022.

Flying Doctor set to build  
at Tennant Creek >
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Key Relationship Specialist 
Melanie Caruso helps 
individuals and families  
who are considering leaving 
a gift for the Flying Doctor  
in their will. AirDoctor 
sat down with Melanie to 
discuss this special way of 
leaving a legacy.

Q. MELANIE, YOU’VE WORKED IN VARIOUS 
ROLES IN THE FIELDS OF MEDICINE, ALLIED 
HEALTH AND NOT-FOR-PROFIT. WHAT DO YOU 
LOVE ABOUT YOUR ROLE AT THE RFDS?

A. I truly love my job. I love talking with people and 
feel honoured when they choose to share personal 
stories with me. At the end of life, many people talk 
about their family and the things that have been 
meaningful for them along the journey. It’s an  
honour to hear their story.

Q. WHAT EXACTLY IS A ‘GIFT IN WILL’?

A. A ‘gift in Will’ is something that a person leaves  
to a charity of their choice when they pass away.  
It can be made in three ways.

A residual ‘gift in Will’ means you have chosen to 
leave what is left of your estate once bequests to 
loved ones and any outstanding payments have 
been made. 

A percentage ‘gift in Will’ means you can nominate 
to leave a percentage of your total estate. 

A specific ‘gift in Will’ is a specified sum of money, 
property, stocks or shares.

Q. IN YOUR EXPERIENCE, WHY DO  
PEOPLE CHOOSE TO LEAVE A GIFT?

A. The common thread is that the person is 
passionate about the organisation and wants  
to make a difference and leave a lasting legacy.

A gift to the Flying Doctor quite literally goes towards 
saving lives through the purchase and maintenance 
of our aeromedical fleet and essential medical 
equipment.

Quite often, people who cannot afford to give  
as they would like during their lifetime decide to 
leave a gift in their Will.

Q. WHAT’S YOUR ADVICE FOR PEOPLE 
CONSIDERING THIS GIVING OPTION?

A. Firstly, speak to a solicitor to ensure what  
you want to do is specified in your Will. 

Then, discuss it with your loved ones – if they know 
your wishes, there is less likely to be any shock or 
confusion down the track.

If you feel comfortable to do so, it is also always 
helpful to advise the not-for-profit of your intentions. 
This helps the charity plan for the future with 
assurance they can continue their work. 

Your AirDoctor Magazine 
has a rich history! A big 
thank you to RFDS supporter 
Jan Sim who mailed us a 
1950 edition of AirDoctor 
last month. 

The scope of injury and illness attended to by the 
Flying Doctor in 1950 remains just as diverse today 
– however, in early editions of AirDoctor, specific 
cases were listed as “recent errands of mercy”. 

Here is a snapshot of Flying Doctor retrievals  
from Alice Springs Base that 
year.

...

A 25-year-old woman resided at a station where 
transceiver communication and a landing strip for  
an aeroplane were not available. 
She was transported by truck to a neighbouring 
station reported as having a rough landing strip. 
Her condition was so serious that she was left  
there while contact was made with the Flying  
Doctor Base from another station 150 miles 
(250km) away – the nearest radio.
The pilot was unable to obtain reliable information 
of the whereabouts of the patient and flew 
approximately 150 miles in systematic search  
before the landing strip and patient were located. 
The patient was dangerously ill on arrival at  
hospital but recovered after treatment.

...

A nursing sister, treating patients with infected  
eyes at an outpost, called the Flying Doctor  
for personal assistance.

...

A stockman suffered concussion when he was 
knocked down and trampled on while engaged in 
trapping wild horses at night.

...

During the branding of cattle, a man was thrown  
by a bull onto a fence, resulting in a broken leg.

...

A woman, aged 72 years, suffered from bad burns 
to the lower part of her body caused by rolling onto 
a fire while asleep.

...

A stockman was kicked on the head by a  
horse. As a landing strip was not available for the 
aeroplane, the patient was conveyed by motor  
truck to a neighbouring landing strip 20 miles  
(32km) distant.

...

The screams of a young man could be heard  
over the air while the medical call was in progress. 
The patient was badly burnt when he removed the 
cap from a boiling radiator on an air compressor. 
Instructions were given for a morphia injection 
pending the arrival of the Flying Doctor.

...

A journey of 800 air miles (almost 1,300km) was 
necessary to transport a young lad to hospital.  
His mother accompanied him on the flight. 
The aeroplane had to land each way during  
the flight for refuelling. Cost of flight – £60.

A gift of a 
lifetime >

A glimpse  
back in time >

If you would like to  
discuss ‘gifts in Wills’ or  

request a brochure, please feel 
free to contact Key Relationship 

Specialist Melanie Caruso on  
melanie.caruso@flyingdoctor.net 

or (08) 8238 3323.
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Give a life  
saving gift this 
Christmas >

OUTBACK SONGMAN –  
Audiobook by Ted Egan

Ted Egan is the quintessential bush storyteller. He has 
rubbed shoulders with some of the best-known and 
least-known of his countrymen and women and he can 
wring a heart-wrenching song out of a beer carton. In 
Outback Songman, Ted recounts the story of his rich  
and extraordinary life. 

$29.95 (includes P&H within Australia)

Visit our Doc Shop to see our full range of fantastic  
official RFDS merchandise and order online.

Painting  
the town >
If you’re passing through 
Edithburgh on SA’s Yorke 
Peninsula, don’t forget 
to drive past the home 
of Arthur Brinsley on 
O’Halloran Parade.

Inspired by his personal experience with the 
Flying Doctor, Arthur has taken to decorating 
his home (including footpath, fences and shed) 
with RFDS images together with fan art for his 
beloved Adelaide Football Club.

Given COVID-19 restrictions, Arthur has 
assembled a ramp in his front yard to enable 
visitors to ‘roll in’ their coin donations while still 
observing physical distancing measures. 

Classic’s ‘beefy’ donation >
In July, the Southern 
Grassfed Carcase Classic 
(SGCC) marked a record-
breaking event by attracting 
its greatest number of 
entries and presenting its 
largest-ever donation to  
the RFDS.

As the largest annual beef carcase competition 
in the Southern Hemisphere, the SGCC raised 
$40,000 this year through contributing 1 per cent 
of proceeds from all entries to the Flying Doctor.

SGCC chair Ben Glatz said participants felt the 
“satisfaction of playing a part in such a significant 
financial contribution”.

“There would not have been anyone involved who 
couldn’t personally related to the critical services 
of the RFDS whether it had been for themselves, 
a family member or someone they know.” 

Making tough  
times bearable >
Thank you to everyone who sent in homemade 
knitted teddy bears, blankets and beanies for 
patients this year. These special gifts go to patients 
– big and small – who need some extra assurance 
while flying with the RFDS.

Whyalla snags $30k > 
Congratulations to the Whyalla Support Group, 
which has been cooking up serious fundraising 
dollars for the RFDS. 

Through hosting community BBQs almost every 
weekend throughout 2021, the group has raised 
more than $30,000. 

Having a ball of a time >
Congratulations to the RFDS Jamestown & District 
Support Group, which held a Home Hosted Ball in 
May to replace its biennial traditional face-to-face 
event. 

The event proved a great success, attracting 
attendees from all around South Australia and 
raising $30,134 for the Flying Doctor.  

Christmas in August >
Delivering some festive cheer mid-year was the 
RFDS online quiz themed ‘Christmas in August’. 

More than 250 participants in 60 teams joined 
quizmaster Jess Adamson for the online event 
raising funds for the Flying Doctor.

Prizes were generously donated by DogRidge 
Wines and Edible Blooms.

Items and receipts will be delivered to the nominated address below. 

Title (Circle one)  Ms / Miss / Mrs / Mr / Dr

First name                     Surname

Supporter number
(Seven digit number located above your name in the accompanying letter.)

Postal address

Suburb/Town

State           Postcode

Daytime telephone (    )

Email

Method of payment
 Cheque/Money Order enclosed and made payable to:  

 RFDS Central Operations.  

 Visa    Mastercard    AMEX

Card number

Expiry  /

Cardholder’s name

Signature

 Please send me information about arranging a regular  
 donation to the RFDS.

 Please send me information about including a gift to the  
 RFDS in my will.

 I have included the RFDS in my will.

Please check carefully that: the order form is fully completed. Use the reply paid 
envelope enclosed or post to: Royal Flying Doctor Service – PO Box 381 MARLESTON 
SA 5033.

If you have any questions, please call us on 08 8238 3333 during business hours.  
Thank you for supporting the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 

Your order form > 
PRICE QTY TOTAL

RFDS Christmas Gift Cards (includes postage)

Sunset chat $25.00

Welcome home $30.00

Desert connections $50.00

Outback retrieval $75.00

RFDS Merchandise

The Tom Kruse Collection DVD  
(includes postage)

$39.95

Order Subtotal

Your donation – Thank you
(tax deductible over $2) 

Order Total

Your details > 

SGCC Chair Ben Glatz and inaugural Chair Allan Kain present the cheque for $40,000 to Charlie Paterson, RFDS.
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Royal Flying Doctor Service

PO Box 381 MARLESTON DC SA 5033

1300 669 569

enquiries@flyingdoctor.net

flyingdoctor.org.au

The furthest corner.
The finest care >
Since 1928, the Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) has 
provided 24-hour emergency medical services to those 
who live, work and travel throughout Australia.

Traditionally recognised for its provision of emergency 
services, the RFDS has expanded its role to deliver 
essential primary health care services to rural and remote 
communities.

Today, the RFDS assists more than 330,000 Australians 
every year – that’s one person every two minutes.

The RFDS relies on donations and bequests from the 
community to purchase and medically-equip its Pilatus 
PC-12 aircraft – at a cost of $7 million each.

$75 Outback retrieval

$30 Welcome home

Royal Flying Doctor Service

PO Box 381 MARLESTON DC SA 5033

1300 669 569

enquiries@flyingdoctor.net

flyingdoctor.org.au

The furthest corner.
The finest care >
Since 1928, the Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) has 
provided 24-hour emergency medical services to those 
who live, work and travel throughout Australia.

Traditionally recognised for its provision of emergency 
services, the RFDS has expanded its role to deliver 
essential primary health care services to rural and remote 
communities.

Today, the RFDS assists more than 330,000 Australians 
every year – that’s one person every two minutes.

The RFDS relies on donations and bequests from the 
community to purchase and medically-equip its Pilatus 
PC-12 aircraft – at a cost of $7 million each.

Season’s
Greetings

Dear

As my Christmas gift to you, I have made a donation 

to the Royal Flying Doctor Service to help provide 

24/7 emergency aeromedical and primary health care 

in remote and rural Australia.

Image:

Location Peake Station, South Australia

Pictured L-R Dr James Padley, Rural 

Generalist, Mandy Smallacombe, Manager 

Primary Health Care, Tony Norris, Pilot

Scan to QR Code 

to watch... 

[please supply CTA]

$50 Desert connections

Royal Flying Doctor Service

PO Box 381 MARLESTON DC SA 5033

1300 669 569

enquiries@flyingdoctor.net

flyingdoctor.org.au

The furthest corner.
The finest care >
Since 1928, the Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) has 
provided 24-hour emergency medical services to those 
who live, work and travel throughout Australia.

Traditionally recognised for its provision of emergency 
services, the RFDS has expanded its role to deliver 
essential primary health care services to rural and remote 
communities.

Today, the RFDS assists more than 330,000 Australians 
every year – that’s one person every two minutes.

The RFDS relies on donations and bequests from the 
community to purchase and medically-equip its Pilatus 
PC-12 aircraft – at a cost of $7 million each.

$25 Sunset chat

Royal Flying Doctor Service

PO Box 381 MARLESTON DC SA 5033

1300 669 569

enquiries@flyingdoctor.net

flyingdoctor.org.au

The furthest corner.
The finest care >
Since 1928, the Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) has 
provided 24-hour emergency medical services to those 
who live, work and travel throughout Australia.

Traditionally recognised for its provision of emergency 
services, the RFDS has expanded its role to deliver 
essential primary health care services to rural and remote 
communities.

Today, the RFDS assists more than 330,000 Australians 
every year – that’s one person every two minutes.

The RFDS relies on donations and bequests from the 
community to purchase and medically-equip its Pilatus 
PC-12 aircraft – at a cost of $7 million each.

‘Donate’ a Christmas  
gift that saves lives >

Are you looking for a great Christmas 
solution for that hard-to-buy-for person? 
This Christmas, make a donation to the 
RFDS and we will send you an RFDS card  
for you to give to the recipient. 

Each Gift Card showcases a signature image of our RFDS teams at work, 
making it the perfect addition to the mantelpiece. 

Give a Gift Card that makes a real difference!

It’s simple!

1 Four Gift Cards are available, with values of $25, $30, $50 and $75.  
Each Gift Card includes a printed Christmas greeting and mentions that  
a donation has been made to the RFDS as your Christmas gift to them.

2 Choose one or several, and complete the order form inside  
the AirDoctor magazine, or call us to order on (08) 8238 3333.

3 The amount you pay for Gift Cards is a tax deductible donation  
to the RFDS – we will send you a receipt. 

4 We will send you the Gift Cards, with envelopes. Just add your  
name (and personal greeting if you wish) before giving your  
Gift Cards to family and friends on Christmas Day.

Buy an RFDS Gift Card

Save lives from  
the ground >

As an RFDS Regular Giver, we make it easy for you to help 
us deliver urgent care in regional, rural and remote areas 
throughout South and Central Australia.

You can arrange automatic donations with your credit card, or by direct 
debit from your bank account – you choose the frequency and the 
amount – and we look after the rest! With one receipt summary issued 
annually we also make it easy for you at tax time.

To begin your regular giving today, please call 1800 813 318  
or visit flyingdoctor.org.au/sant/regular

RFDS Christmas Gift Cards indicate you have given a Christmas donation  
to the RFDS with your recipient in mind. They have no cash value and are  
not redeemable for purchase of RFDS merchandise. 

Card size: 99mm x 210mm wide (DL).
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