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Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) Victoria  

Give Them Wings scholarship program 2023 
 

Application guidelines 
 
Opening date:  9am, Monday 6 March, 2023 
Closing date:   5pm, Friday 28 April, 2023 
Email address:  scholarships@rfdsvic.com.au  
Website:  www.flyingdoctor.org.au/vic/givethemwings  
 
This pack contains information about how the Give Them Wings scholarship program works and 

what your responsibilities are as a recipient. 
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The Give Them Wings scholarship program 2023 is funded through the fundraising efforts of the Royal Flying 

Doctor Service (RFDS) Victoria, and is also administered by RFDS Victoria. 

 

Program overview 

Recruiting and retaining health professionals in rural areas is a long-standing problem in Australia 

and overseas. 

mailto:scholarships@rfdsvic.com.au
http://www.flyingdoctor.org.au/vic/givethemwings
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In active recognition of this problem, the Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) Victoria offers rural 

students support through the Give Them Wings scholarship program. This program is a part of RFDS 

Victoria’s strategic vison to help grow and better equip Victoria’s rural workforce. 

Since 2012, these scholarships have been awarded annually to university students from regional and 

rural Victoria who are studying nursing or an allied health discipline. In addition to providing financial 

assistance, the scholarships also offer students the chance to gain valuable work experience with the 

Flying Doctor – either on the road or in the air. 

Further, the Give Them Wings scholarship program is intended to encourage students to seek 

employment in regional or rural Victoria upon graduation, and put their vital skills to work in the 

communities that need them the most. 

Scholarship value and inclusions 

In 2023, there are five scholarships available. 

These scholarships recognise that students from remote and rural locations often face additional 

costs when undertaking their studies. As such, the funds are intended to support students above and 

beyond the traditional costs associated with university studies, such as course fees, books and 

computer equipment. For instance, the scholarship funds can be put towards such items as: 

• transportation costs 

• living expenses 

• accommodation costs 

Each scholarship recipient will receive $5,000 in total, to be gifted at the awards event following the 

recipient selection process (the specific date can be found below). 

The work experience component of the scholarship program will allow each recipient to spend up to 

one week with a Flying Doctor crew relevant to their field of study somewhere in rural Victoria. This 

experience will not only provide important first-hand exposure to the work undertaken by the Flying 

Doctor, but it will provide the opportunity for students to learn more about their chosen field from 

our expert crews. The areas in which the Flying Doctor can provide work experience are: 

• Dentistry and oral health 

• Mental health 

• Nursing and medicine 

• Speech pathology 

• Optometry 

• Paramedicine 

Recipients who are not studying one of these disciplines can choose to spend a day with any service, 

or a day in the air with our flight crew. 

Following this experience, the recipients will be required to provide a short article describing their 

time in the field with the Flying Doctor. 
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Eligibility 

 

To be eligible for the Give Them Wings scholarship program in 2023, students must be: 

• an Australian citizen or permanent resident; 
• studying full time at a Victorian university campus in 2023; and 
• currently residing in, or have grown up in, regional, rural or remote Victoria. 

 

Additionally, eligible students must be enrolled in nursing or an allied health discipline. Eligible 
courses include (but are not limited to) the below: 

• Aboriginal health work 

• Dentistry and oral health 

• Medicine 

• Nursing and midwifery 

• Optometry 

• Paramedics 

• Psychology and mental health fields 

• Social work 

• Speech pathology 

While the Give Them Wings scholarship program has previously been restricted to students in their 

first tear of university, from 2023, the Give Them Wings scholarship program is open to students in 

all years of their undergraduate degree. 

Applicants will need to provide proof of enrolment in their course. 

If you are unsure about your eligibility, please email scholarships@rfdsvic.com.au.  

 

Applying for the scholarship 

The Application Form will be available online at www.flyingdoctor.org.au/vic/givethemwings from 
Monday 6 March, and must be submitted by Friday 28 April. 
 
Late applications will not be accepted.  Incomplete applications will not be assessed. 
 
The application form includes a series of questions designed to: 

• uncover each student’s reasons for choosing their course of study; 

• highlight their involvement in, or contribution to, their community; 

• highlight their understanding of the unique challenges facing rural communities in terms of 

access to healthcare service; and 

• explore their understanding of RFDS Victoria’s role in rural communities. 

Selection criteria 

The successful applicant will be selected based on: 

mailto:scholarships@rfdsvic.com.au
http://www.flyingdoctor.org.au/vic/givethemwings


 

 

RFDS Victoria ‘Give Them Wings’ scholarship program 2023     Page 4 of 7 
Application guidelines 

a) their demonstrated commitment to their field of study; 

b) their demonstrated commitment to working in a rural or remote setting; and 

c) their ability to describe how the scholarship will benefit their professional development and 

allow them to contribute to their community. 

Recipient assessment and interviews 

Once submissions close, all applications will be reviewed by the Give Them Wings selection panel to 

ensure applicants meet the eligibility requirements. Complete written applications from eligible 

applicants will be assessed and scored, with the highest scoring applicants shortlisted to progress to 

an interview with the judging panel.  

The interviews are designed to allow the judges to seek further information about the applicant’s 

professional and personal attributes, with all applicants asked the same questions. These interviews 

will be conducted via a video call, and will each take no longer than 30 minutes to complete. In 2023, 

interviews will be held between Thursday 1 June and Wednesday 7 June, with the time to be 

determined. 

When all of the interviews are completed, the judges will tally their scores, and the applicants with 

the highest final scores will be selected to receive a Give Them Wings scholarship. 

All applicants who are subsequently offered a scholarship will be asked to provide specific 

documentation so that the claims made in their application may be verified.  

Should an applicant who is offered a scholarship decline this offer or have the scholarship offer 

withdrawn, the scholarship may be offered to another eligible applicant. 

All applicants will be notified by email of the outcome of their application. The decision of RFDS 

Victoria is final and no subsequent appeals or requests for applications to be reconsidered will be 

accepted. 

The Give Them Wings scholarships will then be formally awarded to these applicants if the 

documentation verifies the information in the application. An awards event will be held on Thursday 

20 July to celebrate the recipients, with the time and location to be determined. 

Selection panel 

The selection panel will comprise of nominees from RFDS Victoria, who will make the final decision 
on the awarding of the scholarships. 
 

Recipient responsibilities 

Course of study 

Scholarship recipients must provide immediate notification of withdrawal from or changes to their 

course of study. 

Personal details 
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Scholarship recipients must keep the scholarship team informed of changes to their email address 

and other contact details. 

Scholarship promotion 

All scholarship recipients will be required to engage in some form of promotional activity for RFDS 

Victoria, which could take the form of a social media post, a public speaking engagement, 

involvement in a video or featuring in an interview by phone or email. 

Additionally, they will need to provide a brief overview of their experience as a scholar, including 

how the scholarship helped them in their first and second years, what learning was derived from 

their course and the benefit that this course provides to the individual and to the community. 

Give Them Wings alumni community 

Recipients will automatically receive a quarterly alumni e-newsletter, distributed to all previous 

recipients of a Give Them Wings scholarship. This newsletter includes the latest news from the Flying 

Doctor, updates from other recipients, career-related content and information regarding upcoming 

RFDS Victoria events. 

Do note: recipients are under no obligation to get involved in any Flying Doctor events in the future; 

these emails are intended only to keep recipients connected to the Flying Doctor community, of 

which they will be a valued member.  

The alumni community is also intended to help recipients connect with other recipients, as RFDS 

Victoria recognises how regional and rural health workers can sometimes feel isolated from their 

peers and colleagues of their industry. The Give Them Wings alumni community can hopefully act as 

a beneficial and engaging network of rural health professionals. 

Applicant FAQs 

What is the Royal Flying Doctor Service? 

For more than 90 years, Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) has supported the health care needs of 

rural and remote communities located right across Australia. From our roots as an aeromedical 

organisation providing emergency services across the Outback, we have been dedicated to lessening 

the barrier of distance associated with accessing quality health care in the most remote corners of 

our country.  

While our motivation remains the same, we have evolved into a multi-faceted health provider, also 

offering primary health care services and mental health programs for our rural and remote 

communities.  

Here in Victoria, our goal is to decrease preventable health conditions, to enhance recovery, to 

decrease mental ill health and reduce social isolation. We do this by taking health care to 

communities, providing services remotely and transporting people to the health care they need. 

As a not-for-profit, we are responsible and sustainable in how we fund and operate our services. We 

work in partnership with numerous health organisations across the state to improve the health and 
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wellbeing of our rural communities. We believe in creating opportunities so that all Victorians have 

the opportunity to access essential health care services. 

What should I include in my application? 

Competitive candidates will be able to demonstrate they are passionate about their chosen course 

of study, and that they are committed to seeing their course through to its completion. 

As this scholarship is designed to encourage health care professionals to work in rural and regional 

towns within Victoria, the ideal candidates will be able to articulate an understanding of the health 

care needs of rural communities, and express a strong desire to work in regional or rural Victoria 

upon graduation. They will also understand the unique challenges facing rural health care 

professionals, and have given some thought to how they will overcome them. 

Competitive candidates will also have thoroughly researched the Royal Flying Doctor Service, and 

have a clear understanding of the organisation’s mission and vision, and of the services offered 

specifically in Victoria.  

How can I prepare for my interview? 

All shortlisted applicants are encouraged to have a clear idea of exactly how the scholarship funds 

will best help them personally, as well as examples of how they contribute to their community. 

Shortlisted applications should also be able to demonstrate a passion for country Victoria, and an 

understanding of the health care needs facing these rural communities. 

When will the recipients be announced? 

The recipients of the 2023 Give Them Wings scholarship program will be announced by mid-June. 

Following this announcement, all winners will be invited to a special event to receive their 

certificates. 

How will I receive the scholarship funds?  

The full $5,000 will be given to each recipient in the form of a cheque, presented directly at the 

awards event. 

Are scholarship payments taxable? 

No. Give Them Wings scholarships are exempt from income tax under the Income Tax Assessment 

Act 1997. 

Would the scholarship affect my Centrelink entitlements? 

You should seek advice from Centrelink on how receiving a Give Them Wings scholarship would 

impact on your Centrelink benefits. 

Services Australia advises on their website that they do not count up to $8,647 per year (in 2021) 

from an equity or merit-based scholarship in your income test. Any amount over $8,647 per year 

counts as income and may affect your payment rate. If you receive more than one scholarship, the 

$8,647 applies to the total amount you get, not to each one. 
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What is required from me if I win? 

Each scholarship winner is expected to: 

participate in media and/or event opportunities at the request of RFDS Victoria; 

contribute an article about their Flying Doctor work experience, which will be shared across RFDS 

Victoria's platforms; and 

provide immediate notification of withdrawal from or changes to their course of study. 

Would I be required to work in a rural area after I graduate? 

Although Give Them Wings scholarship recipients are not required to work in a rural area once they 

have graduated, they are strongly encouraged to pursue a career in rural health. 

What can the scholarship funds be used for? 

Funds can be used, but are not limited to, the below items: 

• Transportation 

• Stationery 

• Uniforms and clothing 

• Childcare 

• Living expenses 

What can the scholarship funds NOT be used for? 

• Existing debt  

• Travel not related to your course, including a vacation or holiday unrelated to your studies 

If I drop out of or change my course, would I be required to pay back the scholarship funds? 

Whether or not a scholarship recipient is required to repay the scholarship funding if they withdraw 

from or change their course of study will be determined on a case-by-case basis.  

Questions? 

If you have any questions, including in regards to what items your scholarship can and cannot be 

used for, please do not hesitate to contact the Give Them Wings scholarship program team via 

scholarships@rfdsvic.com.au. 

We thank you for your interest in the Give Them Wings scholarship program, and we wish you the 

best of luck with your application. 

mailto:scholarships@rfdsvic.com.au

