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Flight Nurse Robyn Langton  

The thing I love most about being a flight nurse with the RFDS is that patient contact. With 

the aging population that we do have in the wide bay, we do bring a lot of older patients back 

from what might have been one of the scariest moments in their lives. Reuniting the patients 

with their families, whether it is that 91-year-old grandma, that might um, I get emotional 

when I talk about this stuff.     

They get so excited when they see the plane, they think, yes, I’m going home, so that’s a 

real honour to be able to bring those people back. 

One of the categories of patients that we do transfer quite a lot out of the Bundaberg Base is 

maternity patients. All our flight nurses are midwives, so we are trained in maternity care.  

And moving that patient it could be from a remote station, or from a small community. I’ve 

definitely taken women down that are contracting, taken women down that are very 

frightened and worried with what is about to happen. That we can reassure them that they 

are in the finest care, that if their baby is born in flight it’s not what we want but we are 

equipped to deal with that so we have a little piece of equipment called a Neopuff, so it’s a 

tiny little ventilator, essentially for a newborn baby and if a baby was to require a bit of 

respiratory support after they are born we do have the ability to do that.  

Essentially if a patient becomes critically unwell in the aircraft, we have everything in that 

plane that we need to continue that care. The equipment we have is like a flying emergency 

department or a flying intensive care unit. We have ventilators, we have means of intubating 

patients, we have means of sedating them should they require prior to intubation.   

I think what makes the RFDS important to me is being able to give the people that are in 

remote parts of Queensland the same quality of care as you would receive if you lived in the 

city.  

If you choose to leave a gift in your Will to the Flying Doctor it will enable all frontline staff to 

continue to deliver the best care to Queenslanders. 

A gift in your Will means the Flying Doctor will be there for Queenslanders, saving lives for 
generations to come. 
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