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Dr Charles Ellis  

I was on call for the retrievals and I got a phone call from the nurse at a remote primary 
health clinic and the nurse said to me I’ve got a child here that is really unwell we need you 
to just come and get her. I was really worried that this baby would die we basically started 
mobilising. 

We got to the clinic and started assessing the baby and while we were doing that she 
stopped breathing and turning blue. We are like right we need to do the breathing for this 
baby. 

As a doctor it is a scary moment, although you have been trained to be able manage that 
moment and really pull on all your clinical experience, knowledge and capabilities and 
working with your team. 

We had all our gear and this tiny little baby, and you’ve got a big stretcher with monitors 
attached, and the ventilator and tubes and wires and cords and medications coming through 
the infusion pumps, you know this tiny little thing just attached to all of this medical 
equipment. 

It’s was a pretty harrowing time for the parents, you know, every parent’s worst nightmare I 
think is to have a child be that unwell. 

The relief on their face when we arrived at the hospital, you know, you could sense that the 
parents knew everything was under control despite the fact this child was so unwell. 

And a few days later she got discharged and went home. Yeah I used to follow her up in my 
primary health care clinics … I saw her growing up over the years as well so that was really 
nice you know, it was just lovely to see her do so well. 

A gift in your Will means the Flying Doctor will be there for Queenslanders, saving 
lives for generations to come. 
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