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Patron’s message 

By Her Excellency the Honourable Barbara Baker AC 

 
 
 
I am honoured to write this foreword for the 2020-2021 Royal Flying Doctor 
Service Tasmania Annual Report.  
 
Although this message relates to the year prior to my becoming Governor, I 
have received a detailed briefing from Malcolm White, RFDS Tasmania 
Board Chair, about the varied and greatly effective work carried out by 
RFDS staff, Board members and volunteers, with the generous and 
enormously important support of donors, fundraisers and sponsors. 
 
Your 2018/2019 Annual Report noted the requirement for oral health 
service to be given priority status, as rural Tasmanians experience poorer 
health care at significantly higher rates than in major urban centres.   
 
The RFDS Board in that year approved funding for a fully equipped dental 
truck, to enable future dental teams to undertake treatments in regions with 
limited facilities.   
 
Thanks to that decision, the truck was officially launched by then Governor Kate Warner, RFDS Patron, at 
St Mary’s District School on Tuesday, 1 December 2020.  I am pleased that the response to the 
identification of rural Tasmanian oral health as a priority has been met with impressive speed. 
 
The Royal Flying Doctor Service, in Tasmania and across Australia, continues its vital commitment to the 
regional and rural health of the nation.  
 
For this I thank you and I look forward to working closely with you during my term in office. 
 

 
 

GOVERNOR 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Year In Review 

By Malcom White, RFDS Tasmania Board Chair 

 

With many challenges and uncertainties, RFDS Tasmania has, I am proud to report, performed strongly 

on its mission of delivering healthcare services in rural Tasmania for the year to 30th June, 2021. 

Emerging from the restricted work environment required by COVID measures, we experienced strong 

demand and need for our services. Our response in primary health, dental and mental health services has 

been exceptional. Additionally we have, as has been the case for decades, continued our strong support 

of aeromedical services in the State. 

The models we use for providing care outside the major centres of the State require clinical staff who are 

prepared to travel to country Tasmania over several days, or live locally, working in partnership with 

councils and community leaders with an emphasis on integrating care with other health professionals.    

I am impressed with the way our executive team has been able to recruit team members who strongly 

support this model and provide the very good outcomes achieved for rurally-based Tasmanians. 

The growth in our capability and operations over the past few years, the positive feedback we have 

received from those we serve and from our Government funders, allows us to look ahead with longer term 

plans about how we may best serve Tasmania.  

It was gratifying therefore that Premier Gutwein, in 

seeing the value of a long-term partnership, 

entered into a Memorandum of Understanding in 

April to negotiate a partnership later in 2021, 

should the Liberal Party form the next Government.   

This partnership, covering both aeromedical and 

ground-based services, will give RFDS Tasmania 

the confidence to invest in expensive infrastructure, 

particularly to support aeromedical operations, as 

well as providing additional healthcare services 

including dental services. 

I note that the Australian Labor Party indicated a similar form of agreement should they have formed 

Government. 

Again this year, I am able to report a satisfactory financial outcome with a modest operational surplus.  I 

believe this to be a very good result in a challenging year not only reflecting a well-managed organisation, 

but levels of healthcare service activity that responded to strong need in the many communities we serve.  

Our balance sheet improved when compared to 2020 principally from growth in the value of investments.  

This financial capability sits in preparation for our longer-term plans. 



 

 

 

During the year our CEO, John Kirwan, chaired a Committee of RFDS representatives from around 

Australia to finalise the organisation’s Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). RFDS Tasmania will work to 

implement a number of initiatives flowing from the RAP during 2022 in consultation with representatives 

of Aboriginal organisations in Tasmania 

In June our Patron, Professor Kate Warner AC, concluded 

her term as Governor of Tasmania. Professor Warner, as 

Governor, and Mr Warner were strong supporters of RFDS 

Tasmania and in particular of our dental program. This 

support included fundraising for our dental truck and 

launching it into service at a ceremony at St Marys District 

School.   

The support and encouragement received from Professor 

Warner, Mr Warner and Government House staff was greatly 

appreciated. I am very pleased to report that the Governor, 

Her Excellency the Honourable Barbara Baker AC, has 

agreed to be Patron of RFDS Tasmania.    

As I mentioned last year in this report, in what has again been 

an extraordinary year, we thank and acknowledge the timely 

and considered actions of the Commonwealth Government 

and Primary Health Tasmania for their commitment and 

flexibility, ensuring vital primary healthcare, dental and mental 

health services could be delivered in times of uncertainty yet 

sustained need. 

It is also very pleasing to be working closely with the Tasmanian Government and particularly the Premier 

and Deputy Premier as Minister for Health. The RFDS understands the goals of government in health 

policy and delivery and, with the support of so many people in communities, is well suited to a partnership 

with government. 

RFDS Tasmania is a part of the wider RFDS Australia family.  Across the nation in 2021, RFDS staff have 

responded wonderfully well to the many challenges presented by the pandemic. In particular we were 

able to meet the Australian Government’s need to support the vaccination program for many remote 

communities.  Again in 2021 the RFDS was announced as Australia’s Most Trusted Charity. 

One of the greatest assets of the RFDS, which has been present since the time of Reverend John Flynn, 

is our friends and supporters.  We have many friends, some who donate or fundraise, some who arrange 

for a bequest, some who volunteer and the many who just think well of us. Our grateful thanks to you all - 

every donation makes a difference. 

In closing and on behalf of the Board I acknowledge the guidance and work of our CEO, John Kirwan, and 

thank our staff team for their vital work and their commitment to the RFDS and the people we serve.  

 

 



 

 

In the Spotlight 
 

By Lana Best 

Media opportunities have come thick and fast during the past year with plenty to talk about across all 

RFDS Tasmania programs. Media releases went out on the launch of two mobile health hubs, launch of 

the dental truck, launch of Cardihab, naming as Australia’s Most Trusted Charity, Rotary Wellness Expo, 

hosting the state Rotary Conference, TOOA truck run, our first Diabetes Roadshow, education LUITS 

tour, Drive 4x4 the Doc and the Officeworks Round Up campaign. 

There was significant media coverage around 

events such as the truck run in March 2021, 

which not only received the biggest total 

mentions but affected reach into the wider 

community for the following two months. The 

second highest impact was with the LUITS 

education tour in October 2020 as the school 

community reacted to and shared information. 

The strategy to continue 60th birthday 

celebrations beyond September 2020 and into 

the following year created extra media and 

marketing opportunities and added importance 

to events. Utilising traditional and social media 

the number of mentions and value in equivalent 

advertising rates (ASR) jumped significantly. 

 

2018/19: Number of mentions 243, ASR $480,000 

2019/20: Number of mentions 217, ASR $300,000 

2020/21: Number of mentions 380, ASR $823,000 (from past 12 months not financial year) 

The decision to allow RFDS sections to host their own Facebook pages has allowed the Tasmanian 

section to grow its audience (starting with zero in May and currently around 630) and post quickly and 

organically. It is working particularly well as a means to reach social media groups in rural locations which 

in many cases use it as the main source of communication e.g. King and Flinders Island, Queenstown 

and Central Highlands. Interestingly it is females in the 35-55 age bracket that are our strongest followers. 



 

Social media has become a valuable tool for promoting our roadshows, dental clinics and fundraising 

events and complemented both local acquisition and Victoria-led fundraising campaigns and our 

magazine distribution via post and email. 

Our followers include councils, politicians, other allied health providers, community groups, staff and the 

wider public. 

Other ways that the media and marketing 

have bolstered community awareness is 

through print advertising, predominantly in 

The Examiner and The Advocate advertising 

features e.g. Wills and Bequests feature, 

Tasmania Farmer and Tasmanian Country 

magazines, a variety of other small, regional 

publications and with interviews on 

community radio stations. 

City Park Radio committed to 12 regular, monthly interview slots and has featured CEO John Kirwan, 

MMF officer Lana Best, all of our health care program managers and RFDS stalwarts George Merridew 

and Lindsay Millar. 

Following specific media training last year RFDS has been able to confidently give opinion and 

information on a variety of topics from a wider range of speakers when appropriate. 

Staff are also making a significant contribution with photos suitable for social media and RFDS 

publications. 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Mobile Dental Program 
 

By Nicole Henty 

 

Despite the impacts of COVID-19, under restrictions implemented by the Australian Dental Association, 

our mobile dental team continued to operate in a modified format - receiving approval as an essential 

service to provide emergency dental care to remote communities in need. 

Infection control has always been an important element of dental services and to manage COVID our 

dental team’s infection control management was second to none. With the increase of Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) for staff, our teams provided dental services for our community members with the focus 

being on providing a safe and informative service during a period of uncertainty. 

With our new mobile dental vehicle operational and ready for duty, dental teams rolled out our inaugural 

clinic at St Mary’s District School from late 2020. Since then the vehicle has travelled has been busy 

travelling up the east coast delivering our dental program to school communities at Triabunna, Orford, 

Swansea, Bicheno and across the north-east. 

Providing dental services within school communities eliminates the need for parents to take time off work 

and in many cases avoid travelling long distances to dental appointments, with RFDS providing services 

for children in a familiar, community environment. A full suite of dental procedures can be provided in the 

mobile vehicle and more children are being seen at an earlier, providing the opportunity for dental staff to 

educate and provide oral hygiene and nutritional/preventative services instead of dental treatment for 

toothaches.  



 

Our service has assisted to decrease social isolation and reduce financial burdens by increasing school 

attendance rates and reduced classroom distractions. 

Our mobile dental vehicle service has been made possible through significant financial contribution and a 

partnership agreement with Woolnorth Renewables.  With the cost of a dental vehicle approximately 

$350,000 and RFDS Tasmania relying heavily on donations to fund capital purchases, the generous 

support by Woolnorth Renewables has significantly enriched the dental program, our service delivery and 

safety to both patients and staff.  

Our mobile services continues to mitigate barriers many people face in accessing services by bringing our 

program, fully equipped, into communities to address the unmet need. 

Within the past 12 months the dental team has welcomed two oral health therapists to our mobile team to 

increase our reach and service delivery across the state. We continue to service our island communities 

along with regular visits to our fixed facilities in Smithton and Swansea. 

RFDS has also established denture services on King Island to minimise the need for community members 

to travel off island. Our denture team has been providing services on the island since April 2021 once the 

laboratory fit-out, totaling $10,000, was completed. 

During the past 12 months our teams have seen 1273 patients over 2729 visits completing 18,702 dental 

treatments. From program inception, we have assisted 3799 patients over 10,030 appointments delivering 

58,911 dental treatments.  

RFDS Tasmania is appreciative of the Commonwealth Government for the annual funding to provide 

much-needed dental services to rural and remote communities across Tasmania. 

 

 



 

Primary Health Care 
 

By Judah Morris 

The Primary Health Care program has continued to provide free physical and mental health services for 

people living in rural and remote Tasmania. Working under a holistic and recovery focused model, the 

RFDS is focused on removing barriers for individuals accessing key health services in their communities.  

Our adult physical and mental health workers continued to provide support to people living in the Flinders 

Island, George Town, Dorset, Break O’Day, Glamorgan Spring Bay, Bruny Island and Huon Valley 

regions.  

Supporting individuals with chronic disease, the team of physical and rural health workers, mental health 

workers, physiotherapists and exercise physiologists completed 10,748 consultations to 1325 individuals 

throughout the year.  

Through continued engagement with our communities and working with key stakeholders, referrals to the 

service have been steadily increasing. A review into the health outcomes, completed by PHT, have shown 

that the RFDS Primary Health Care services have achieved statistically and clinically significant results for 

physical and mental health- demonstrated by improved health outcome measures.  



 

Through a partnership with Diabetes Tasmania, the Mobile Health Hubs’ first roadshow brought Diabetes 

education and support across Tasmania. Visiting the Huon Valley, Bruny Island, Glamorgan Spring Bay, 

Break O’Day, Dorset and George Town, 

RFDS physical health workers and diabetes 

educators from Diabetes Tasmania 

provided support for individuals to prevent 

or manage diabetes, alongside healthy 

cooking demonstrations from Nutrition 

Solutions.   

The Commonwealth-funded Youth Mental 

Health Program continues to support young 

people living in the Central Highlands, West 

Coast, Northern Midlands, Meander Valley, 

Break O’Day and Glamorgan Spring bay 

regions.  

The program expanded its delivery of 

promoting mental wellbeing to youth 

through the implementation of a group 

drum program in schools. Delivered as 

part of the evidence-based 

‘Rhythm2Recovery’ model, which 

combines music therapy with cognitive 

reflection/discussions on social and 

emotional themes to support mental 

wellbeing, this have proved very popular. 

Our team of youth mental health workers 

continued to deliver vital one-on-one 

services to young people experiencing 

mild to moderate mental health issues, 

completing 2800 consultations to 250 

individuals.  

Following return of face-to-face services, 

post COVID restrictions, digital health 

remains an essential aspect of delivering 

rural and remote primary health care. The 

launch of the Cardihab Prime Mover 

phone application, which allows for remote 

or hybrid cardiopulmonary rehabilitation, 

and the RFDS Healthy Eating website 

have kept the RFDS at the forefront of 

digital health delivery.  

With all the tools at hand, the Primary 

Health Care team continues to drive, fly 

and connect digitally to individuals across 

Tasmania. 



 

Education Program 
 

By Jocelyn McLean 

RFDS Tasmania’s education programs provided face-to-face learning with almost 4000 students from 

across the state during the past 12 months, plus online opportunities for many more. The Education 

Program runs from kindergarten through to year 12 and beyond, incorporating opportunities for students 

engaged in higher education.   

The aim of the program is twofold: to raise awareness of who we are and what we do, and to achieve our 

overall goal of improving health knowledge and outcomes. 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

This year primary schools have had the opportunity 

to participate in a variety of programs both in and 

out of the classroom, including Look! Up In The Sky, 

our bi-annual Education Simulator Tour.   

Our education website 

www.flyingdoctor4education.org.au, provides 

teachers with access to a variety of curriculum-

based programs, covering key learning areas such 

as humanities and social sciences, health and 

physical education and reading comprehension.   

This year has seen the development and 

introduction of a new base tour for students in years 

3 – 6.  

Set in a zombie-themed, escape room format, 

students work their way through a series of healthy 

living challenges, solving puzzles which lead to the 

discovery of a final code.  

The final code allows them to unlock a box and 

retrieve a weapon (hand sanitizer, toothpaste and 

toothbrush) to protect themselves from the ‘virus’.  

In November 2020, we were able to gain permission 

to bring the education simulator and presenter Tom 

Ryan into Tasmania for our planned tour of primary 

schools. More than 2000 students, at 15 schools, in 

areas including Launceston, George Town, 

Ringarooma, the Huon Valley, Margate, the Central 

Highlands, the West Coast, the North West and the 

Midlands, were able to participate in this program. 

http://www.flyingdoctor4education.org.au/


 

 

The Victorian aeromedical simulator has been visiting Tasmanian Primary Schools since 2012 and 

the 2020 tour was its sixth. To date the simulator has visited almost half the of the state’s primary 

schools, with some booking visits on multiple tours.  

 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 

More than 500 students from Newstead College and its feeder high schools, participated in the Newstead 

College Careers Expo, held for the first time this year. The session offered an insight into what a career 

with the RFDS might look like and allowed students to investigate the many pathways into working with 

us. With assistance from RFDS volunteers, we were able to take our plane simulator, VR headsets and 

engage with the students. 

Volunteers, led by David Annear, have also attended Scotch Oakburn College Service Days, which are 

aimed to promote community service and volunteering to the students as well as informing them about the 

volunteer organisations and charities in their area. 

SENIOR HEALTH STUDIES PRESENTATIONS 

This presentation examines the gaps in health outcomes of Australians living in rural or remote locations, 

and details the work the Royal Flying Doctor Service does to provide a mantel of safety for all. This year   

we have been able to offer face-to-face sessions once again with more than 200 students from nine 

colleges and high schools taking the opportunity. Two other schools participated using the virtual 

resources developed in 2020. Accompanying the presentation is a digital flip book resource containing 

further information and links to relevant studies, videos and talks.   

 



 

Scholarships 
 

By Jocelyn McLean 

 

Seven scholarships in the fields of Medical, Nursing and Dental Assisting are on offer each year.  These 

scholarships are greatly prized and contested, attracting high numbers of quality applications from 

students studying at the University of Tasmania and TasTAFE. 

RFDS Fred McKay Medical Scholarship:  Awarded to a student studying in their fifth year of a Bachelor of 

Medicine and Surgery at the University of Tasmania.  The recipient spends two weeks flying with the 

RFDS from our Broken Hill Base. This year’s recipient is Eleanor Kierath. 

RFDS Robin Miller Nursing Scholarship:  Awarded to a student studying in their final year of a Bachelor of 

Nursing at the University of Tasmania.  The recipient spends two weeks flying with the RFDS from our 

Port Augusta Base.  This year’s recipient is Kasmyn Murfet. 

RFDS John Flynn Dental Assistant Scholarship:  Awarded to a student studying as a dental assistant with 

TasTAFE.  The recipient spends two weeks with the RFDS dental at the Dubbo base. This year’s 

recipient is Cassandra Walls. 

RFDS Commercial Travelers Association (CTA) 4th year Medical Scholarship:  Three scholarships are 

awarded to students studying in their fourth year of a Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery at the University 

of Tasmania.  The recipient receives $4000 to assist with the costs of the rural or remote placement.  This 

year’s recipients are Courtney Van Der Spek, Angus Szoke and Chelsea Gregory. 

RFDS Fairbrother 1st Year Nursing Scholarship:  This scholarship is awarded to a student from a rural or 

remote area who is starting their first year of a Bachelor of Nursing at the University of Tasmania.  The 

recipient receives $5000 to assist with the costs of relocating and commencing their degree.  They also 

participate in a week’s work experience with RFDS Tasmania.  This year’s recipient is Justine Barrett from 

Kingston. 

 

Below: Angus Szoke, Kasmyn Murfet and Courtney Van Der Spek. 

 

 



 

Our Volunteers 
 

By Lana Best 

 

A strong and close-knit group of volunteers continues to strengthen their skills and increase their 

involvement in a variety of RFDS initiatives. With school tours particularly busy and class numbers high 

up to four volunteers have been assisting at the base for each tour. 

From the truck show to Homefest to the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra concert – even acting in 

scenarios for the national brand ad filming - volunteers have been invaluable, providing the manpower to 

make these major events possible – in the case of the TSO concert Rotarians were also called upon for 

traffic management. 

Two volunteer bus drivers, Peter Findlater and 

David Ball, have come into their own with use 

of the two mobile health hubs ramping up for 

diabetes and mental health roadshows and 

more recently COVID vaccinations.  

Former TAFE teacher Peter Lake is helping 

our education officer revitalise the Kids Club,  

Carol Merriman is regularly stocktaking and 

helping with merchandise sales. Cath Downie 

and Elizabeth Anderson escorted RFDS 

aviation pioneer Anne Lewis to Queenstown. 

All volunteers are required to have a Working 

with Vulnerable People card, complete a hand 

hygiene online course and are now fulfilling 

mandatory COVID vaccination requirements. 

Three key get-togethers each year provide a 

chance for socialising and to reward their 

efforts. Volunteering Services Australia 

(Tasmania) which has previously directed 

quality volunteers in our direction, has now 

folded in the state and all volunteer positions 

have been re-listed with Volunteering 

Tasmania. 

 



 

Fundraising 
 

By Jackie Emmerton 

 

RFDS Tasmania relies heavily on corporate and community support and in 2020/2021 we gratefully 

received 1686 private donations from around the state. Although the COVID-19 pandemic impacted our 

ability to hold events and community engagement activities for a period of time, we were lucky not to 

experience the long lockdowns of other states and could remain connected with our valued supporters.  

Donations and financial support come to us in many forms, such as corporate partnerships, one-off 

corporate or individual donor gifts, community fundraising on our behalf, recurring or workplace giving and 

bequests.  No matter the size, every donation helps us to provide much-needed health care to those in 

rural and remote areas of Tasmania. 

Some of the outstanding contributions made include: 

Woolnorth Renewables – Following on from the Governor’s Winter Ball fundraiser this renewable energy 

supplier picked up the tab for the majority of a $350,000 custom-built mobile dental vehicle which was 

launched at St Marys District School on December 1, 2020.  The launch of the truck was a significant 

boost to resources for the RFDS Tasmania dental program and is making a significant difference to oral 

health around the state. 

 



 

Tasmanian Truck Owners & Operators Association 

– With grim determination this lobby group pushed 

through pandemic restrictions to hold a truck run and 

truck show at Longford Showgrounds in March that 

raised $17,000 and attracted another $10,000 from 

Tassie Hay Runners. Run purely on volunteer power it 

was a mega auction and generous donations at the gate 

that resulted in the amazing tally. The truck run will be 

held again for RFDS Tasmania on March 13, 2022. 

Kelly’s Ride – King Island dairy famer Kelly Lancaster’s 

plan to raise a few dollars while enjoying a ride from one side of the island to the other snowballed into an 

epic journey from side to side then top to bottom. The island community came out in force, holding small 

events in conjunction with the ride and donating directly and online to raise nearly $10,000. 

Bendigo Bank - A $10,000 grant from Bendigo Bank’s Swansea/Bicheno Community Bank resulted in 

RFDS Tasmania being able to update the X-ray unit at the fixed clinic at May Shaw, Swansea and 

enhance the mobile dental clinic on the East Coast. 

Pop Up Book Stall – The money raised through the sale of pre-loved books at the Pop Up Book Stall in 

Triabunna raised $6500 to purchase an endodontic motor and handpiece for the mobile dental clinic at 

May Shaw, Swansea. Not only has this allowed the speed and accuracy of root canal procedures to 

improve, it has resulted in the ability to see more patients who desperately need to access the free dental 

service. 

Many dedicated community groups, businesses and individuals from around the state continued to 

actively raise funds on our behalf, including:  

Anglican Parish of Penguin, Auspost Hobart Mail Centre, Barton Youl Pty Ltd, Bay of Fires IGA, Break 

O'Day Stitchers Inc, Burnie Ladies Auxiliary RSL Sub Branch, Cam-Somerset Country Music, Coralee 

Farm Pty Ltd, Country Women's Association Bruny Island, DBM Consultants Pty Ltd, Dohnt P/L, 

Elphinstone Group (Aust) Pty Ltd, Ernest Clark Sovereign Chapter, Fairbrother Foundation,  Girl Guide 

Assoc, Gloria Jones, Greenham Tasmania, Guerilla Coffee Cart Riverside, Inglis District Country & 

Variety Music Association, Inner Wheel Club of Burnie, John Broomby, John Reddy Pty Ltd, 

joinerydotcom pty ltd, Kelly Lancaster Ride on King Island, King Island Bakery, King Island Senior 

Citizen's Club, King Island Stockfeeds & Rural Supplies, Lady Barron Meat Raffle Committee, Lana 

Laessig, Latrobe & Community Bowls Club, Lions Club of Deloraine, Lions Club of Flinders Island, Lions 

Club of Port Sorell, Lions Club of Scottsdale, Lions Club of St Helens, McArthur Financial, Northern Adult 

Riding Club, Northern Midlands R.S.L. sub-branch, Northern Tasmania Sovereign Council, Order of the 

Eastern Star - Derwent Chapter, Perth Baptist Church Hearts and Crafts, Pop Up Book Stall, Ringarooma 

Show, Rotary Club of Evandale, Rotary Club of Glenorchy, Rotary Club of Longford, Rotary Club of 

Ulverstone West, Rotary Club of Youngtown, Royal Australian Air Force Association (Tas Division), 

Scamander Garden Club, Scotch Oakburn College, SED Manufacturing, Southern Spinners & Craft 

Group, St Brigid’s Catholic School Wynyard, St Helens Combined Probus Club, St Helens Newsagency, 

St Helens Stallholders Market, Summerdale Indoor Bowls Club, Tassie Hay Runners, The Royal 

Commonwealth Society - Southern Tasmanian Branch, Truck Owners Association - Truck Run, Wellness 

Expo Hobart. 



 

Aeromedical support 

 

 

RFDS Tasmania supports the aeromedical contract between RFDS South East and Ambulance 

Tasmania for the delivery of emergency evacuation services and inter-hospital transfers. 

One Beechcraft King Air is operated in Tasmania by a crew of seven RFDS pilots with Ambulance 

Tasmania paramedics back-of-cabin. 

Our commitment to provide the best possible facilities and to maintain those facilities led to an upgrade of 

the roller doors at the Flinders Island patient transfer shelter last year from manual to electric both airside 

and roadside. 

This was welcomed by local volunteer ambulance crew and the Flinders Island Multi Purpose Centre staff. 

Local business Castle Electrical competed the works and will be available for ongoing maintenance. 

The Flinders Island shelter was the second built in Tasmania, following on from St Helens, utilising 

generous donations from the public. There is also a shelter at Wynyard. 

RFDS SE taskings from the Launceston based numbered 1993 in the past financial year. 

 

 

Essendon 129 

Launceston 791 

Hobart 569 

Cape Barren 4 

Flinders Island 46 

King Island 63 

Smithton 3 

Wynyard 243 

Devonport 43 

St Helens 88 

Strahan 14 

Total 1993 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


